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 MyLord,. _ 


r Confeſs the Obligations that your Lordſhip bath laid upon this 
Kingdom in general, and upon my ſelf in particular, call 


"ol. for greater Acknowledgments than have yet been paid by the 
one or the.other. As for my ſelf, my Lord,. I have had nothing but 
Aﬀronts and Afliflions, and. your Lordſhip hath vouchſafed to 
ſtoop to ſhare with me in them ; and ſince your Lordſhip hath been 


pleaſed to own me in my Sorrows and Cares, 1 am thereby in- 
couraged to Addreſs my ſelf to your Honour for your Patronage 
and Proteftion. This Book , my Lord , js another demonſtra- 
tion of Rome's deteſtable Prafliges, under which we muſt again 
groan, if we do not with one Conſent oppoſe Popery , to cut it 
off Root and Branch , and uſe all lawful means to prevent its 
introduion into this our native Country. We have again de- 
tefted the Contrivances of the Romiſh Intereſt againſt our Re- 
ligion and Liberties, therefore, my Lord, I humbly conceive, 
T het thoſe that appear for a Popiſh Succeſſor, are for Popery 
by wholeſale, let their Pretences be what they will againſt it by 
retail , and would at once betray our Land to Rome's Tyran- 
ny and. hs 24 ; gnd urg content for the Guſt of a ſweet 

, even God, their King, Religion, and every 
thing that may conduce to the Peace, Welfare and Advantage 
of King and _—_— : all which appears by their ſlighting , 


nay oppoſing the kindneſs of God our Saviour in this great Dif 


covery of their intended Malice againſt us, and by their fawning 
and flattering with Jeſebel, whoſe Whoredoms and Witchcrafts 


. are many: they incourage and abet the deviliſh Intereſts both of 


Rome 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Rome and France, to the great Confuſion of Prince and People, - 


by which means the Gofpel-of -onr Lord -Ehbrift-is 
in the Houſes of thoſe That profeſs ant cattrhemfeltves Ehriftians, 
than by the Congregation of thoſe Blaſphemers, who from a Prin- 
ciple of Ignorants 1doowirh Ybe loudeft GCofanenits r p oach tt. 
Theſe, my Lord, are the Traytors whom Judgment doth follow 
in this World, and*Ftgrnak Wngeaite iy te wext-\ ly Long, 
I am ſure your good Lordſhip hath not been unacquainted how the 
People bpe been deceived by theſe falſe WhiohtoN Thohrs e once 
more I pray your Lordſhip ſtill to continue your Zeal and Aﬀetion 
zo the Proteſtant Cauſe,ant the Intereft of your fountry, in which 
Harveſt your Lordſhip heretofore bath been and now appears to be 
a true labourer, not only in Word, but by your Lord/hip's Care, 
Diligence and unwearied Aftivity. WP 
7 this end God Almighty bleſs your Lord/hip with all Bleſſings 


both of Heaven and Earth, Botly and Soul, fo that; both Ifinp 


-and Kingdem 'may joy and rejoyte in you: ' 1 ſhall:ſay 110 mage, 
but proteſt I will in all good Conſcience do my: part ; Twik. appez 

*-more Loyal 'to my Prince than thoſe who. by their: afruſtomed 
'Daths ſay'they are ſo, and will from-my Heart; and-witt all the 
Skill I bave, oppoſe this Romuſh Dragon; and all its Votartes. 
'T ſhall now humbly take leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf, © + 


My Lord, 


WHITEHALL, Your Lordſhip's moſt humble and 
' Nov. 5. 1679. "=p 


moſt obedient Seryant, 
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The Exorciſms or Conyurations of the Papilts, 
as they be ſet forth in their Agends, Bencdictionals, Ma- 
nuals, Miſfals, Journals, Portafles, ©c. which they uſe in 
their Churches, concerning the hallowing of Water, Salt, 
Bread, Candles, Bowes, Fire, Aſhes, Incenſe, Paſcal Lamb, 
Eggs, Herbs, Milk, Honey, Apples, Wine, Cheeſe, But- 
ter, new Baked Bread, Fleſh, Font, Marrying Ring, Pil 
orims, Wallet, Staff, Croſs, Sword, Wc. with Confutations 
of the ſame. | | 


Of HOLY. WATER. 


&N the Exorciſm or Conjuration of the Holy Water,which is 
W mingled together with Water and Salt, the Papi/ts ſpeak 
firſt of all to the Salt, which can neither ſpeak, nor hear; 
nor have any ſenſe in it, on this manner : 

I conjure thee, thou Creature of Salt, by the »Þ« ky God, 
? by the wÞ« true God,by the wÞe holy God, even by the God which 
through Eliſha the Prophet commanded thee to be caſt into the 
Water, that the barrenneſs bv the Water might be healed; to the intent that 
thou maiſt be made a conjured or bewitched Salt unto the ſalvation of them that 
believe : and that untoall ſuch as receive thee thou maiſt be health of ſoul and 
body : and that from out of the ive wherein thou ſhalt be ſprinkled, may flee 
away and depart all phantafie and wickedneſs or craftineſs of the Devils ſubtilty, 
and every unclean ſpirit may give place, being conjured by him who ſhall come to 
judge both the quick,and the dead, and the World through fire. Amen. 

To ſpeak nothing of the Papiſts Exorciſms or Conjurations, which they 
moſt WIKION uſe incharming the good Creatures of God, againſt the Do- 
Qrin of the holy Ghoſt Zperſuading the ſimple Multitude, that through 
theſe BenediCtions, Croſſings, Conjurings, &c. they be holier than when 
God at the beginning made them, notwithſtanding Moſes writeth, That God 
beheld all the things that he had made, - and they were excellently good. What 
Chriſtian heart can ſuffer ſuch and ſo.great Blaſphemies, that that Virtue and 
Power ſhould be attributed to a Creature without life, which is only due 
tothe only begotten Son of 'the living God ? Is Salt now through their be- 
witchings become of ſychforce, might, and ſtrength, that it brings Salva- 
tion to them that believe, and health both of body and ſoul? St. Peter faith, 
There is Salvation in none-other but in Jeſus Chriſt. Neither is there any 
Name under heaven given unto Men wherein they may be ſaved, but only 
the Name of Jeſus. Is not Chriſt called Jeſus, that is to fay, a Saviour, at 
the appointment of God the Father, to declare, That he alone faveth his 
People from their fins?. Doth not all the Scrignns teſtifie, That by Chriſt 
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only and alone we are juſtified and ſaved, yea, and made inheritors of ever: 
laſting glory ? Why then do the blaſphemous Papiſts ſteal away the glory of 
our Salvation from Chriſt, and give 1t to Creatures? Is Chriſt's ear ſo ” tay 

that it can no more hear ? Is Chriſt's hand ſo ſhortned, that it can no 
more help? Ah curſed is that Man that putteth his truſt in any Creature, and 
ſuffereth bis heart to depart from the Lord. 

Moreover, They give ſuch virtue to their bewitched Salt, that it is able 
to drive away Devils and unclean Spirits, whereſoever and whenſoever it 
be ſprinkled. O blaſphemous Prieſts! When Chriſt ſent forth his Diſciples 
into the World to Preach the Goſpel, he ſaid, 7 ha? they ſhould caft out Devils by 
his Name, that is to ſay, by his power and might. He ſaith not by the 
ſprinkling of holy Water. And St. Pa! exhorteth us to put on the ſhield 
of Faith, and with that to quench the fiery darts of Satan : ſo likewiſe doth 
Se. Peter, ſaying, Be ye ſober and watch, for your adverſary the Devil goeth 
about like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he may devour, whom ſee that ye re- 
fiſt with a ſtrong faith. Inthe Hiſtory of the Goſpel we read, that Chriſt 
drove away the Devil with the word of God. And in another place of the 
Goſpel he {peaketh of a certain kind of Devils which are not caſt out but by 
Prayer and Faſting. Thus are we taught inthe Word of God, that by the 
Name of Chriſt, by Faith, by the holy Scripture, by Prayer and Faſting, 
the Devil is expell'd and put out : But that he 1s driven away by holy Water, 
we find inno place. 

And in the Prayer that followeth, 'the Popiſh Conjurer deſireth of God, 
that the conjured and bewitched Salt may be unto all ſuch as receive it, ſalva- 
tion of mind and body, ſo that whatſoever ſhall be touched or ſprinkled by 
wy may be void of all uncleanneſs, and of every aſſault of ſpiritual wick- 

eſs. | 

Here ſingeth the conjuring Papiff one and tle fame ſong ; as before, fo 
likewiſe here he goeth abour to bring ſalvation both of mind and body to the 
People from his bewitched Salt, when, as we have heard, all falvation 
cometh from God alone, through faith in the blood of Chritt, as St. Pau/ 
faith, By grace are you ſaved through faith, yea and that not of your ſelves. 
Ir is the gitt of God, and cometh not of works, becauſe no man ſhould re- 


Jo 

If ſalvation come not unto us through thoſe good Works which we work 
at the appointment of God, butisthe free gift of God alone, as the ſame 
Apoſtle ſaith alfo in another place, Everlaſting Iife s the gift God, through 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord ; With what face than do our Popilh facrificers attr1- 
bute the virtue of falvation to a beggerly Ceremony, invented by the idle 
brain of ſome enemy of God, and nowhere commanded, bur rather con- 
demned in the holy Scripture, as our Saviour Chriſt faith in the Goſpel, 
They worſhip me in vain, teaching Doftrins which are the Commandments of 
Men. 

And whereas the Maſs-monger prayeth, Thar whatſoever be tonched or 
ſprinkled by it may be void of all uncleanneſs : we ſhal underſtand, that it 
15 God alone, which through Faith purifieth and deanfeth us both in body 
and ſoul. Therefore David prayeth unto God, faying, A clean heart create 
thou in me, O God, and a right ſpirit renew thou in my innermoſt parts. And 
God himſelf by the Prophet faith, 7 will porr upon you clean water, and ye 
fall be cleanſed from all your iniquities, yea from aft your Idols will I cleanſe 
your And I will give you a new heart and put a new ſpirit in you, Qc. _ 
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clean Water which God promiſeth here to pour upon iis Peopk, is not the 
conjured Water of the Papzfts, ſeaſoned with Salt, but it is the holy Ghoſt 
which by Faith is received of the true Chriſtians. And are not theſe the 
words of bleſſed St. Luke, By faith hath he purified and cleanſed their hearts 2 

As touching the _— of every aſfault of ſpiritual wickedneſs,whereby 
is underſtood the work of Satan and of his internal Army imployed unto 
the deſtruftion of the faithful: We have before heard, that neither Salt nor 
Water, nor any thing of like condition, altho' never ſo much bleſſed, crof- 
fed, exorciſed, conjured and bewitched, is of fuch force, that they may be 
able to reſiſt, and ſo quench the fiery darts of Satan. By the Name of 
Chriſt, by Faith, by the Word of God, by Prayer, and Faſting, is this 
brought to-paſs, ſo that by this means we obtain and get glorious Victories 
over all Spiritual Wickedneſs, as it is written, O He/,, 1 wil be thy deſtru- 
Qtion : O Heb, where i thy vittory > God be thanked which hath gwenus the 
Vitory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Moreover, As they handlethe Salt, ſodo they likewiſe the Water : They 
bleſs, they fanCtifie, they exorciſe, they conjure, they charge, they com- 
mand, they charm, they bewitch the Water, ſpeaking unto it as a thing 


having life, on this manner : 


I conjure thee, thou Creature of Water, in the Name of God the Father 
Almighty whe, and in the Name of Feſus Chriſt vÞ« his Son our Lord, and in the 
virtue of wha the holy Ghoſt that thou be a conjured Water, to expel all Power of 
the Enemy, and that thou maiſt be able to root out and utterly to diſplace the 
Enemy himſelf with his Apoſtatick Angels, by the virtue of the ſame our Lord 
Jeſs Gore who ſhall come to judge the quick and the dead, and the World, 
thro fire. | 


As before in the Conjuration of the Sak, the Exorciſt and Conjurer went 
about by charming, to make it of ſufficient virtue to expel and drive away 
Satan and all his Miniſters, fo likewiſe doth he here in the exorciſing of the 
Water, But how wickedly and fooliſhly he doth this, we have before ſuffi 
ciently heard. | h 

In the Prayer unto God, that followeth immediately after, the Conjurer 
is more mad, and 25 one out of his wits, he prayeth God, that his bewitched 
Water may be of ſuch virtue and ſtrength, that whatſoever this Water ſhall 
ſprinkle in houſes or places of the faithful, may be void of all uncleanneſs, 
and delivered from harm. That no noifom ſpirit remain there, nor no cor- 
rupt air, but that they may avoid all the laying in wait of the privy Enemy : 
and that if there be any thing that is contrary to the health and quietneſs of 
the Inhabitants,it may through the ſprinkling of this Water,depart away,Gc. 
And in the Prayer which he maketh after he hath mi the Water and Salt 
together, he beſeecheth God, that whereſoever this Warer thus conjured be 
ſprinkled, all noiſomneſsof the unclean ſpirit may be caſt out, and the terror 
of the venimous ſerpent expelled far away, and the preſence of the holy 
Ghoſt may vouchſafe to be preſent. 

And in the next Prayer following, he deſireth of God, that he will grant 
by the ſprinkling of this bewitched Water, health of mind, ſafety of body, 
conſervation of health, ſecurity of hope, and ſtrength of faith. 

Who ſeeth not how this PopiſhExorciſt and wicked Conjurer goeth about by 
this heatheniſh Ceremony to obſcure the glory of Chriſt and his _ 
| while 
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while he goeth about to attribute that to the idle invention of Man, . which 
is only given to the faithful of God alone, through the Lord Chriſt his 
dearly beloved and only begotten Son. For what can Chriſt bring unto us, 
but free deliverance from Satan and his Miniſters, freedom from all -ſin and 
uncleanneſs, health of body and mind, quietneſs of Conſcience, ſecurity of 
hope, ſtrength of faith, and in fine, everlaſting Life ? All theſe things bring 
the bewitched Water, by the DoQtrin of the Papiſts, to them that be ſprink- 
led with it. And is this any other thing than to make Chriſt Fack out of Of- 
fice, and to place a new Saviour in his Nead ? Wo unto thee thou Pope and 
thou Devil: Ah thou Antichriſt, who in thy Aatichriſtian Doin teach- 
eſt thy Captives and Bond-ſlaves to ſeek ſalvation in this thy beggarly Cere- 
mony, and to ſay theſe words, when they take this thy conjured and be- 
witched Water, Aqua beneditta fit mihi Salus & Vita : that is to ſay, This 
Bleſſed (or rather bewitched') Water be unto me Salvation and Life. O 
blaſphemy paſſing all blaſphemies ! Water utterly abuſed to bring Salvation 
andeverlaſting Lite ! O damnable Doctrin ! Salvation cometh by none but 
by him alone who is the Saviour of the World, even the Lord Jeſus, who 
only and alone fſaveth his People from their fins: as St. Peter faith, There ts 
Salvation in none other but in the Lord Feſug. Neither is there any other 
, Name given unto Men, wherein they may be ſaved, but only the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus. And as concerning everlaſting Life, faith not the Lord 
Chriſt of himſelf in this manner ? 7 am the reſurrettion and the life ; he that 
believeth in me, although he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and every one that 
liveth and believeth in me, he ſhall never die. Againhe faith, 7 am the way, 
the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Likewiſe 


faith St. Fohn _— of this Chriſt the Lord, He that believeth on the Son of 


God hath everlaſting life, but he that believeth not on the Son of God hath not 
life, but the wrath and vengeance of God abideth upon him. He faith not, 
He that ſprinkleth himſelf with holy Water hath everlaſting Life, but he 
that believeth on the Son of God hath everlaſting Lite. Neither faith he, 
He that ſprinkleth not himſelf with holy Water hath not Lite,but the wrath 


of God abideth upon him : but he ſaith, Ze that believeth not on the Son of 


God hath not life, &c. And St. John the Evangeliſt, ſpeaking of Chriſt, faith, 
This is the true God, and everlaſting life. ' And are not theſe the words of 
bleſſed St. Paul, Everlaſting life is the gift of God through Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Hefaith not, Through the ſprinkling of holy Water. 

Hence it evidently appears how greatly the wicked Papiſts in times paſt, 
(and ſtill do in ſome places) have abuſed the ſimple Chriſtians, while by this 
and ſuch other like Ceremonies, they have taught the People to ſeek Salva- 
tion both of Body and Soul, Victory over Satan, and all his infernal Army, 
quietneſs of Conſcience, freedom from all Sin and Uncleanneſs, ſecurity of 
Hope, corroboration and ſtrength of Faith, and, in fine, what not ? Is not 
this to deny the Lord that bought them ? Is not. this to make Merchandiſe of 
the People ? Is not this to tread the blood of Chriſt under foot, and to count 
it of no force? God deſtroy thee and thy Kingdom, O Antichriſt, that the 
glory alone may be the Lord's. But let us behold more of their wicked Ex- 
orciſms and Conjurations. | 
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Of HOLY BREAD. 


' A $S the Papiſts teach their Captives to ſeek falvation both of body and 
ſoul in their conjured Water, ſo likewiſe do they in their bewitched 
Bread : for in the Exorciſing or Conjuring thereof they uſe theſe words : 


Bleſs wh thou O Lord this Creature of Bread, as thou didl(t bleſs the frue 
Loaves in the Wilderneſs, that as many as taſt of it may receive health both of 
Body and Soul, 


Here have we the very ſame ſour and ſtinking leaven of the Papiſtical 
Phariſees that we had betore. The crafty Conjurer and ſubtle Sorcerer, to 
cloak his wicked doings, putteth Chriſt in remembrance how he bleſſed five 
Loaves in the wilderneſs, when he fed five Thouſand People, as we read in 
the Goſpel. And he meaneth by bleſſing, nothing elſe than the wagging of 
the two fore-fingers of the right hand, as the manner of the Popiſh Biſhops 
is to bleſs the People, and to make them never the better. But Chrift's 
bleſſing was Prayer and Thankſgiving to his heavenly Father for the bene- 
fits which he bountifully doth daily beſtow upori his Creatures, but eſpecially 
upon Mankind. 

And methinks that the Prayer of the Popiſh Prieſt is very large, in that 
he defireth of God, that as many as taſt of that conjured Bread may receive 
health both of Body and Soul. What if Mag Pie,or Fack Daw,or Philip Spar- 
row, ſhould chance to eat of it, as it may happen (hath it not been known 
that the little god of the Altar hath been eaten and devoured of Mother 
Mouſe and Will. Worm) ſhould they alſo , through the taſting and eating 
thereof, receive health and falvation both of body and ſoul? A foul and a 

reat overſight. The almighty God ordained this his Creature of Bread 
Be the ſuſtentation and preſervation of the body, and the Papiſts utterly 
abuſing it, tranſpoſe it unto the ſalvation both of body and ſoul, and teach 
us to ſeek health both of body and mind in this beggarly Ceremony, being 
an idle invention of their moſt idle brain : When we are ſufficiently taught 
inthe holy Scriptures, That all our Salvation cometh from God, through 
Faith in Chriſt, and not from holy Bread and holy Water. 

But the Papiſts have another Bleſſing of Bread, which is this : 


O Lord, holy Father, almighty eternal God, vouchſafe whe to bleſs this Bread 
with thy holy ſpiritual Benedidtion, that unto all thoſe which receive it, it may 
be ſalvation of mind and body, and a ſafeguard againſt all Diſeaſes, and all 


laying wait of the Enemy. 


In this Prayer we have not only, that the Popiſh holy Bread bringeth fal- 
vationof mind and body unto all thoſe which receive it, bur alſo that it is a 
ſateguard againſt all Diſeaſes, and a defence againſt all layings 'in wait of 
the Enemy. 

Will any Man be free from the Pox, the Piles, a Feaver, or any other kind 
of Diſeaſe? lethimeat holy Bread, and by the Do&trin of the Pope, he ſhall 


' befree fromallevil Maladies. If this weretrue, as it is moſt falſe, it were 


a very ready way and of little charge to cure Diſeaſes: And by this means 
C alſo 
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alſo ſhould we not only chaſe away all Infirmities out of the Country, but 
alſo be free from the torments of Chyrurgions, and the heavy Counſels of 
Phyſicians, and from the Charges of then! both. This is therefore a falſe 
fancy of the Papiſts,to teach the ſimple and ignorant People to believe, that 
by eating this their Bread, they ſhall be free from all Diſeafes. Hence it hath 
come to pals in times paſt, that many would carry home part of the holy 
Bread in their Napkin, and put it ia their Pottage, believing that that part of 
the holy Bread which they did eat dry in the Church, ſhould ſtand inſtead 
of their Table Bread allthe week after, if they ſhould chance to die. Again, 
that that part whichthey carried home,and did put intheir Pottage, ſhould 
preſerve them from all Sickneſs and Diſeaſes. blindneſs, rather worthy 
to be lamented than to be laughed at ! And whereas they attribute to their 
holy Bread power to deliver the receivers thereof trom all lying in wait of 
the Enemies, who knoweth not what a ſlender defence a morſel of bread is 
againſt our Enemues,whether we reſpect the ſpiritual or the corporal ? Satan 
is 2 mighty Prince, and in working miſchiet is more ſubtle and more crafty 
than to be reſiſted with a morſel of bread. The fame may we ſay of our bo- 
dily adverſaries. A Manof credit, dead fome years ſince, faith, That when 
he wasa Child, he knew certain old women in his Country which always 
carried about them certain pieces of holy Bread in the Ears of their Caps, 
being certainly perſuaded, and afſuredly believing, that carying that Bread 
about with them, they ſhould eaſily avoid the danger of evil Spirits, and be 
free fromthe wicked Arts of theur Enemies, ſo that no harm ſhould chance to 


them that day, neither ſpiritually nor corporally. The younger ſort of 


Women and aids, for the like purpoſes, catried the holy Bread about their 
Necks, with St. Jobx's Goſpel fown in a piece of Silk or Velvet, hanging 
upon St. Aries Lace, which, as they ſaid, was very profitable for the pain 
in t!.> Thros:, and a preſent Remedy againſt the Chin-Cough. .Thus the 
ſubtle Papiſts deccived the ſimple People, and made them plain ridden tools. 
But fer uz behold more of their Conjurations, 


Of HOLY CANDLES. 


| the hallowing of Candles, upon Candlemas-day, the Prieſt being arraied 
with his Prieſtly Apparel, and turning himſelfto the South, among other 
things, in his firſt Prayer defireth God, that his Candles which he hath 
there in hand, may receive ſuch a ſtrength and bleſſing, through the coken 
of the holy Croſs, that in what place ſoever they be lighted or ſet, the Devil 
may avoid out of thoſe habitations, and tremble for fear, and fly away dif- 
couraged, and preſume no more to diſquiet them that ſerve him. Is not this 
a wonderful Prayer, and well framed according to the Will of God ? Is not 
this anew kind of ſaving health, that Candles bleſſed of a Popiſh Prieſt, 
without the Commandment of God, being lighted or fet in a place ſhould 
drive away' the Devil, and make him to tremble for fear, as one altogether 
diſcouraged or diſmaied, &c. yea, and that by vertue of the ſign of the 
Croſs? If the Croſs whereon Chriſt died were then preſent, it could give 
no ſuch ſtrength as the Papi/ts require, much leſs can the Sign thereof. 'The 
Devil feareth as much the Sign of the Croſs, as he teareth the turning 
the Weathercock of Pax/s when the wind bloweth. The Name of Chriſt, 
and conſtant Faith in the ſame, expelleth Satan, and not the Sign - =_ 
roſs. 
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Croſs. Afterward, in the ſame Prayer, he beſeecheth God, That he will 
ſend down his holy Angel Raphael, that he which plucked out and put away 
from Tobias and Sarah, the peſtilent and noiſom Devil which troubled them, 
may by the ſanCtification and hallowing of the Candles, tread Satan down, 
and chacehim away out of all the Houſes of them that honour God ; out of 
the Churches, out of the Manſtons, out of the Beds, out of the RefeRories, 
and out of all places wherein ſuch as ſerve God do dwell and reft, do ſleep 
and watch, do walk and ſtand : and that that malignant Spirit may no more 
be bold to trouble or to make them afraid whom thou haſt detended with the 
holy Un&tionof thy holy Chriſm. 

Here this blefſer and ſanQtifier prayeth God to ſend down the Angel Ra- 
phael to diſpatch the Devil out of the-way, that he trouble us no more ; not 
conſidering whether God hath in the mean ſeaſon appointed him toany other 
ſervice. The Angels are not appointed by God to wait upon Candles at the 
requeſt of fintul men, but are ordained of God to attend upon his elect and 
choſen People : as St. Pau/ writeth. 

And it is not a little to be marvelled at, that the Popiſh Prieſt is ſo with- 
out all ſhame, that he would have the Angel of God do aii theſe things 
through the hallowing and fan@ification of the Candle, as though there 
were more virtue and ſtrength ina Wax Candle than in an Angel of God, 
which by the power of God hath not only expelled many Devils, but hath 
alſo in onen.ght ſlain many thouſands of People But the Papiſ/ts are like 
to an Ape, which liketh no kind of Beaſts but her own Whelps, thinking 
them moſt {air, moſt well-favoured, moſt amiable, &c. when, notwith- 
ſtanding, who knoweth not what deformed things they are ? After this man- 
ner play the Papi/ts, they like no kind of Juſtification and SanCtification 
that God hath appointed in his holy Word: but whatſoever they deviſe of 
their own-authority, vithout the authority of God's Word, that they extol 
and magnifie above th: Stirs : Thar juſtifieth, that ſanEifieth, that ſaveth. 
And to bring, this thing to paſs, they abuſethe good Creatures of God, b 
taking upon them to make them more holy and better than ever God made 
them: which is an Antichrittan preſumption. 

After theſe things, as a man out of his wits, the Popith bleſſer turneth 
him to the Candles, and faith : 


I bleſs we thee, O thou Creature of Wax, in the Name of the holy Trinity, 
that thou be in all places a chacing away of the Devil, and an utter deftruftion 
and rooting out of all his Companions, &c. 


Here doth the Popiſh Prieſt attribute Power to the Wax for to chace away 
the Devil and all his Companions. But I marvel why the Hemp, whereof 
the Wiek is made, is not alſo ſpoken unto and bleſs', as well as the Wax, 
ſeeing that that alſo is part of the Candle? It is to be thought that the Pa- 
Piſts had rather twice deal with Wax than once with Hemp, tor fear of hang- 
ing. In the ſecond Prayer, after that the Prieſt himſelf hath bleſſed the 
Candles, as a man remembring his duty, he beſeecheth God, That he alſo 
will youchſafe to bleſs thoſe Candles, prepared unto the uſes of Men, and 
health of Bodies and Souls, as well on the Land as in the Waters, yea, and 
that by the invocation of his holy Name, and by the interceſſion of his 
holy Mother, and by the Prayers of all the Saints. To make this Merchan- 


diſe ſaleworthy, he is not content with his own bleſſing of the c_ 
| ut 
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but he alſo prayeth God to put to his bleſſing, that they may bring unto 
men health both of body and ſoul, not only upon the Land but alſo upon the 
Water ; that is to ſay, in every place, that the ſanQified Candle may be 
known to be a perfect Saviour in all places univerſally. O abomination ! 
O blaſphemy ! The mean to bring this matter to paſs, he allegeth to be the 
invocation of God's moſt holy Name, as the Charmers , Conjurers and 
Witches do likewiſe. Bur leſt that the invocation of God's moit holy Name 
ſhould not ſeem to ſuffice in this behalf, as though there were an inſufficien- 
cy inthe ſame, heſtraightway ſubjoineth and addeth the interceſſion of our 
Lady, and the Prayers of all the Saints in Heaven. But where hath the 
Papiſt learned in God's Book the Interceſſion of Saints? Or where hath he 
any Scripture to ſhew that they Pray either for us or for the Candles. God 
alone is to be invocated and called upon in the Name of our only alone Me- 
diator, yea, and thataccording to his Will, and not after the fooliſh fancies 
of Men. Andas God alone is to be called upon in ſpirit and truth, fo like- 
wiſe he alone heareth our Prayers, and granteth our Petitions. All other In- 
vocations and Interceſlions are but the idle inventions of Men, ſprung up of 
a blind Zeal. without authority of God's Word, and to ſay truth, meer 
Idolatry. After theſe, and ſuch like BenediQtions and Prayers, the Candles 
are ſprinkled with holy Water, and incenſed, that nothing ſhould want unto 
the perfe&t ſalvation of them. But whether this be falſe Worſhiping, or 
Conjuring, or Idolatry, or Superſtition, or Fooliſhneſs, ro incenſe dead 
Creatures, and to make ſweet Pertumes to them that ſmell nothing , let 
others judge. All theſe things I am ſure are but apiſh toies, deviſed only 
to blear the ſimple peoples eyes, and to keep them till in blindneſs, that 
they being occupied about ſuch trifles may have no leiſure to ſpy out the jug- 
ling of the Papiſts. God confound Antichriſt, with his whole Generation. 
Theſe things being diſpatched, the Candles are lighted, and every man 
taking his Candle, andthe Prieſt his, with merry 1inging of Lumen ad re- 
wvelationem gentium,and Nunc Dimittis ſervum tuum, domine. Then the Prieſt 
holds up his Candle, and all the People their Candles, and about the Church- 
yard they go, the Prior of Prickelingham and his Covent, meerly ſinging 
and talking, as merry as Pope John with all his College of Cardinals. Aiter 
Even-ſong, the ſame day, diſtribution is made of the Prieſt's Candle, by 
the Prieſt to the People, every one taking their Portion in a fair Napkin, as 
a Relique and Jewel, ſo holy, ſo precious, and of ſo incomparable virtue, 
that they think themſelves unworthy to touch it with their bare hands. 
_ pieces of the Candle they bear home, and lay up daintily in their 
Cofters. 

It any Thunder or Lightning, or any other grievous Tempeſt ariſe, then 
RY they light their Candles,with this faith and perſuaſion, That that 
Candle being once lighted, driverh away the Devil, quieteth the Tempeſts, 
and bringeth health and ſafegard to ſo many as are in the houſe. 

Again, When any fick perſon is like to depart, then this Candle is alſo 
lighted, and the ſick man bleſſed therewith, with this belief, That if he 
be bleſſed with that holy Candle before hedepart, he ſhall be free from 
all the Aſſaults of the Devil, andthe ſoonex come unto everlaſting joy. 
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Of Holy Boughs , otherwiſe called Palms. 


Ow as touching the Boughs, Branches, and Flowers, which on Palm- 
ſunday are exorciſed,conjured, bewitched and charmed in the Churches 
of the Papiſts. Firſt of all, before this matter be enterpriſed; becauſe all 
things ſhould orderly be done, the ſacrificing Prieſt is commanded to array 
himſelf with a red Cope, and then to ſtand upon the third ſtep of the Altar, 
turning him toward the South. Secondly, the Palms with the Flowers that 
ſhall ſerve for the Clerks, ſhall be laid aſide upon the Altar,as for perſons of a 
greater dignity, and more excellency than the common fort of People. 
Thirdly, as touching the other Palms and Flowers, which ſhall ſerve for the 
Laity, they ſhall be laid on the ſtep of the Altar on the South-ſide. All 
theſe things ſet in moſt comely order, at laſt the Sorcerer falleth to his buſt- 
neſs, and faith, 


I conjure thee, thou Creature of Flowers and Branches, in the Name wh of 
God the Father Almighty, and in the Name * of Feſus Chriſt his Son our 
Lord, and in the virtue wh of the holy Ghoſt. Therefore be thou rooted out and 
diſplaced from this Creature of Flowers and Branches, all the ſtrength of the 
>. co" all thou Hoſt of the Devil, and all thou power of the Enemy, even 
every aſſault of Devils : That thou overtake not the PRO of them that haſt 
wnto the Grace of God. Through him that ſhall come to judge the quick and the 
dead, and the World by fire. Amen. 


As we have before heard in the Conjurations of Salt and Water, how 
buſie the ſacrificing Sorcerer was to diſpatch the Devil and all his power out 
of the aforeſaid Salt and Water, through his wicked and diveliſh Incanta- 
tions, even ſo playeth he now with the poor Boughs and ſilly Flowers. 7 
conjure thee, ſaith he. But, I beſeech you, where ever did Chriſt ordain the 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament Conjurers 2 Antichriſt indeed hath his 
Conjurers, Sorcerers, Charmers, Witches, South-ſayers, Enchanters, Sa- 
crificers, &c. but Chriſt in his Miniſtry knoweth no ſuch. Therefore 
whereas the Popiſh Prieſts take upon them to Conjure, they ſhew themſelves 
to be not the Miniſters of Chritt, but the Bond-ſlaves of Antichriſt. But 
what fault find they in the Branches and Flowers, which are the good, fair, 
ſweet, and -pleaſant Creatures of God, that they muſt be conjured ? We 
ſee in them the great Power and mighty Work of God. Theſe Boughs which 
not long before ſeemed to be dead, are now green and flouriſhing. The 
Flowers which of late were not, are now molt goodly and pleaſant to be- 
hold. Beholding them we are forced to praiſe God in his Creatures ; nei- 
ther do we ſee any imperfection in thoſe Creatures, that they ſhould need 
ſuch Conjurations. Hath the Devil entred into the Branches and Flowers 
ſince they were brought into the Popiſh Temples ? For before they were 
good and undefiled, and needed no ſuch Conjurations and Charms. But 
what conjure they ? the Devil and alk his power out of the Flowers and 
Branches. But the holy Scripture faith, God beheld all things that he had 
made, and they were exceeding good. Flowers, Boughs, Branches, are the 
Creatures of God, therefore are they good : It good, what place hath the 
Devil in them? Can that which is good, and the Devil, divell together ? 
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What fellowſhip hath Chriſt with Be/za/ > Light with Darkneſs ? Righte- 
ouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs ? Bur it is to be thought that whatſoever thing 
it be, although never ſo good, that cometh into the Popiſh Prieſts hands, 
it is ſtraightways defiled, or elle they would never uſe ſuch BenediCtions, 
Conſecrations, Sandifications, Conjurations, &c. But by whoſe power 
do they conjurethe Devil and all his Hoſt out of theſe Branches and Flowers ? 
Becaule they will make fair work and praiſe-worthy in the eyes of the 
ſimple, they conjure the Devil, not in their own name (tor that might ſeem 
roo great a preſumption) but in the Name of God the Father, and in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and in the virtue of the holy Ghoſt. And in 
thus doing they ſhew themſelves right Conjurers and Sorcerers : For of all 

ſuch, that is the property. They muſt blaſphemouſly abuſe the Name of 
God, while they apply it to ſuch Incantations. "The Name of God is with 
all reverence to be called on in things lawful, and not in things unlawful. 
And ſuch things are to be required of God as he commandeth us to ask, and 
not ſuch as we,after our fleſhly imagination,fancy. God likewiſe is tobe ho- 
noured with ſuch Works as he hath preſcribed, and not with ſuch doings as 
blind Zeal deviſeth: As it is written, That I command thee, that do thou 
only, neither put thou any thing thereto, not yet pluck ought therefro. 
Again, Ye ſhall not do every one of you what you think good, but what I 
command you, that ſhall ye do. Now where hath God at any time com- 
manded his Miniſters to conjure the Devil and all his Army out of Salt, out 
of Water , out of Boughs, out of Flowers, &c. Or where hath he com- 
manded that ſuch Works ſhould be done: in his Name? O Antichriſtian 
Arts ! 

After the Conjuration of the Flowers and Branches, the Prieſt talleth to 
Prayer, yea and that without Dominus vobiſcum, but only with Oremus, and 
entreateth God, that it will pleaſe him, ſeeing the Devil and all his Hoſt is 
conjured out, to bleſs and ſanQifie theſe Flowers, branches, ſlips of Palms, 
or boughs of Trees, which they offer betore the preſence of his glory, that 
the devout people bearing them in their hands, may merit and deſerve to ob- 
tain the grace of his BenediCtion. 

The Conjurer, after that he hath conjured the Devil out of thoſe Flowers 
and branches, defireth God to ſanQtifie them, and to make them holy, as 
though the Workmanſhip of God expreſſed in them before, were unholy 
and imperfe&, when, notwithſtanding we have before faid, rhat all the Crea- 
tures of God are exceeding good, and therefore conſequently good and per- 
tet in their kind. He faith moreover, That they ofter theſe Flowers and 
branches before the preſence of God's glory. Burt I would fain know where 
God hath commanded in the New Teſtament, that ſuch things ſhould be of- 
fered unto him? To offer the ſacrifice of praiſe, and to ofter our bodies a 
lively and acceptable ſacrifice unto God, we are taught in the holy Scrip- 
tures ; but to ofter to God Boughs, Branches and Flowers, that we read nor. 
Verily to offer up theſe things in ſacrifice to God,is none other thing than to 
ſet up an Idol of our own making, and to bring ſtrange fire before the Ma- 
zeity of God. | 

But to what end would this crafty Conjurer have God to ſanCtifie theſe 
flowers and branches? Verily, that the people bearing them in their hAads 
may merit and deſerve to obtain the Grace of God's benedition. Behold 
this Antichriſt, whereas before he ſo vilely judged of rhefe branches and 
flowers, that he thought them to be altogether unholy and GR, cod 
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therefore he fell to the conjuring of the Devil and all his Army out of them, 
now he eſteemeth them. to be of ſo great price, that the carrying them about 
in peoples hands, deſerveth the Grace of God's benediCtion, that is to ſay, 
God's favour, remiſſion of ſins, quietneſs of Conſcience, and in fine, ever- 
laſting Life. O new kind of meriting ! Is the wrath of God, kindled againſt 
ſin, waxen fo cold, that the carrying about of a few flowers and branches is 
able to quench it ? Is remiſſion of Sins, quietneſs of Conſcience, everlaſti 
Life, &c. ſo ſlender gifts, and of no price, that they may eaſily be obtained 
with carrying about a few Palmes or Willow-branches ? If great Oxen, fat 
Calves, mighty Bullocks, young Doves, tender Chickens, being facrificed 
and offered up unto God, it Incenſe and other ſweet perfumes offered unto 
the Almighty God of rae! (which notwithſtanding were done of the People 
of God at God's appointment) could not bring theſe heavenly benefits to 
Mankind, is it to be thought that the bearing of a few flowers and boughs 
in mens hands, which are now conjured and turned to a ſuperſtitious uſe, 
not commanded of God, but invented of Man, is able to bring this to paſs? 
No Ceremony commanded and ordained of God is able to juſtifie Man ; and 
ſhall Ceremonies deviſed by Man work Juſtification ? Nay, moreover, no 
Work that God hath commanded in his Moral Law, otherwiſe called 7he 
Ten Commandments of Almighty God,is able to juſtifie the doer thereof: For no 
man doeth the works of the Law with ſuch perfe&tion as the Law requireth, 
tor as much as the Law is ſpiritual and we are carnal, as our Saviour Chriſt 
faith, Moſes gave youa Law, and none of you all fulfilleth it ; And ſhall works 
done at the o__—_ and appointment of man, bring to paſs a matter ſo 
weighty and of ſo great importance ? Verily our works, even our beſt 
works, are ſo imperiett and fo eſtranged from all true righteouſneſs, that 
they are not without a cauſe reſembled by the Prophet to a menſtruous Cloth. 
Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, O Lord, faith the Pſalmiſt, for no 
man that liveth ſhall be found righteous in thy fight. Again, If thou, O 
Lord, ſhalt narrowly look upon our wickedneſſes, O Lord, who is able to abide 
it? Are not theſe the words of the Apoſtle > Tf Righteouſneſs come by 
Works, then died Chriſt in vain. He ſpeaketh not of Popiſh and Superſti- 
tious Works, but of Works commanded of God. And he faith plainly, 
That thoſe Works do not juſtifie, that is to fay, do not bring God's favour, 
remiſſion of fins, the gift of the holy Ghoſt, quietneſs of Conſcience, and 
everlaſting Life to the doers of them, of their own dignity and worthineſs, 
of their own perfection and holineſs : but they be freely given to us of God 
the Father, for his dear Son's ſake, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, through faith in his 
blood. So that every one of us may worthily fay with St. Paul, God forbid 
I ſhould rejoyce in any thing but in the Croſs, that 1sto ſay, in the Paſſion and 
Death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Whereis Merit and Defert now then be- 
come, which the Papiſts brag we ſhall obtain by carrying about their be- 
witched Flowers and Branches. The Death of Chriſt is the alone Merit of 
the faithful : whereof God alone for his mercy ſake make us all partakers, 
and ſhortly confound the Kingdom of Antichriſt. Amer. 

In the frend Prayer, which orderly followeth, the forcering Papi/t be- 
ſeecheth God, That all they which ſhall bear thoſe Branches of Palm and 
other Trees, may be repleniſhed with the gift of his BenediCtion. 

St. Paul faith, God hath bleffed us with all ſpiritual bleſſing through 
Chriſt : and not by bearing of Palms. For he is the bleſſed ſeed of Abra- 
ham, in whom all Nations of the earth are blefſed, that is to fay, ——_ 
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of God. Whoſoever therefore will get the bleſſing of God, he muſt ſeek it 
in Chriſt, and not in bearing of Palms. 

In the third Prayer he beſeecheth once again Almighty God, to take fo 
much pains as to bleſs thoſe branches of Palms and other Trees, that into 
what plzce ſocver they be brought, all the Inhabitants of the ſame place may 
obtain his bleſſing, ſo asall ſickneſs being chaſed away, his right hand may 
defend them whom it hath redeemed. 

In this Prayer the ſacrificing Papiſt doth not only crave of God, through 
theſe branches and flowers, his bleſſing, but alſo, that all the Inhabitants of 
thoſe houſes into which thoſe branches and flowers ſhall be brought, may be 
free from all ſickneſles and diſeaſes, and preſerved in health. And here this 
marked Merchant marvelouſly ſetteth torth his Merchandiſe, as things. of 
great price and dignity, of much virtue and force, profitable not only for 
the ſalvation of the ſoul, but alſo for the health of the body. And here is 
the matter that maketh their Merchandiſe ſo plauſible, fo acceptable, and 
ſo greatly to bedeſired, chaſing away of diſeaſes,and who deſireth not health 
of body, eſpecially when it coſts nothing? As though he ſhould ſay, Ye 
Ideots and leud People, Why do ye conſume and waſt your ſelves, your mo- 
ney , your ſubſtance, in running hither and thither for the ſafegard and 
health of your body ? Make haſte and come hither. Here is preſent remed 
againſt ſickneſs, and a moſt precious preſervative of health. Take theſe 
Palms, bear them in your hands, wear them on your Caps, pin them up at 
your Bed's-head, and my body tor yours, health and wealth enough. And 
verily this was the dotage of the ſimple people in times paſt, through the 
falſe perſuaſion of theſe Popiſh Hypocrites, even to look for all theſe Com- 
modities appertaining to the body or ſoul, through the virtue of thoſe con- 
jured Palms. And therefore on Palm-ſunday they did not only moſt joyfully 
carry them about in Proceſſion, but alſo at the time of the Goſpel they made 
of the Bark of thoſe Boughs certain knots, which they did always c 
about with them either in their Boſoms, or elſe in their Caps. Andof the 
very Wood they made Croſles, and ſome uſed to pin them upon their Caps, 
ſome to ſet them at their Bed's-head, with this faith and perſuaſion, That by 
the virtue of thoſe. Knots and Croſſes they ſhould be preſerved from all evil, 
and obtain all good things. Their Houles ſhould be tree from burning and 
ſpoiling. They themſelves ſhould dwell fately and ſleep ſweetly, free trom 
all Diſeaſes, free from Thunder and Lightning, &c. 

But to whom is it unknown, That every good and perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights. To this heavenly Fa- 
ther therefore muſt we reſort, when we lack any good thing appertaining ei- 
ther to the ſoul or body, and not unto the hallowed Flowers and Palms, or 
unto Knots and Croſſes made of the fame. 

In the fourth Prayer the Sorcerer hath theſe words : 


Vouchſafe to wÞa bleſs ve and ſanitifie theſe Branches of Palms, and other 
Trees and Flowers, that whoſoever in the ſervice of thy virtue ſhall take any 
thing thereof, being ſanfified with the Benediftion of Heaven, may deſerve 
to enjoy Remiſſion of Sins, and the Rewards of everlaſting Life. 


Here we ſee to what point at the laſt the Conjurer is come with his con- 
jured ſtuff. Verily even to this end, That ſo many as take and carry about 
any portion ofthoſe Branches and Flowers,may deſerve to enjoy Remiſſion of 
Sins,and the Rewards of everlaſting Life. What 
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What will ye have more ? Ye have here remiſſion of Sins, ye have ever- 
laſting Life : Is there any other thing behind ? O blaſphemous Papifts / 
We are taught in the holy Scripture to ſeek remiſſion of fins, not from Palms 
and Floweis, but from the hands of our heavenly Father, through faith in 
the blood of Chriſt. And as touching everlaſting Life, it is the frank and 
free gitt of God to the faithful, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, as the 


Apoſtle faith. But Antichriſt goeth on ſtill to be Antichriſt. 


After theſe things, the branches and flowers are ſprinkled with holy Wa- 
ter, and incenſed ſolemnly, becauſe they ſhould be holy and holy again. This 
thing done, the Prieſt and all the People take the Palms and boughs in their 
hands, and away they go together for company about the Church-yard. 
This Proceſſion is ſo full of myſteries, that not one Papz/ of a thouſand un- 
derſtands them. | | 

On Palm-ſunday the flies are more aftraid than they are all the year after. 
But the Idolatry that is committed afterward with the Rood at their return 
into the Church, is moſt damnable, God deſtroy all Idols with their Ido- 
latry. 


Of Hallowing the Fire on Faſter-Eve. 


Ere followeth more work for the Tinker. Now muſt he fall in hand 
| with hallowing of the Fire. For although the Fire by nature is of all 
the four Elements moſt ſubtil, pure, and moſt eltranged from corruption, yet 
when it comes into the Papiſts hands, itis not ſo pure, but it muſt be made 
more pure, not ſo holy and good, but it muſt be made more holy and 
good. Theretore muſt he fall in hand with this matter alſo, yea and that on 
this manner : | 

Firſt of all, The Fire orice made, the Prieſt muſt ſtand by the Fire, turn- 
ing himſelf Eaſtward. Secondly, The Deacon muſt ſtand on the Prieſts left 
hand, and the Subdeacon on the left hand of the Deacon. Thitdly, One 


| Taper-bearer muſt ſtand againſt the Prieſt, and at the right hand of the 


Taper-bearer there muſt ſtand a Child, holding the Book near to the Prieſt. 
Fourthly, Another Taper-bearer muſt ſtand behind the Prieſt, and at the 
right hand of the fame Taper-bearer muſt he ſtand that carrieth the holy 
Water near unto the Prieſt. Fifthly, In the laſt place, behind all, on the 
Weſt-ſide, muſt he ſtand that beareth the long Staff with the Taper. Sixth- 
ly, Beſide the Fire, namely on the South-ſide, muſt he ſtand that ſhall -caſt 
Incenſe, to take fire into the Cenfſer after benediCtion. Sevenithly, All theſe 
Miniſters being turned toward the Prieſt, the Quire in the mean ſeaſon ſtand- 
ng round about, namely on the North-ſide, there ſhall tollow a bleſſing 
of the Fire ſolemnly , the Prieſt ſaying thus : Dominus vobiſcum , and 
Oremus. 

Among all other things in the bleſſing and hallowing of the Fire,the Popiſh 
Prieſt hath theſe words : 


O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and everlaſting God, in thy Name, and thy 
Son's, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the holy Ghoſts, We whe bleſs this Fire, and 
bl ſandtifie it with the Wax, and all the nouriſhments of the ſame, and we 
mark it with the Sign whe of the Croſs of thy moſt high Son Chriſt Feſus, that 
whether it be kindled within or without, not only that which now it kindleth 
and 
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and ſets on fire, but that it may alſo kindle, make warm, or lighten, all thinzs 
neceſſary for the uſe of men, and that all —_ which ſha#l be kindled or ma? 
warm of this Fire , may be whe bleſſed an 

men , QC. 


Here we ſee of what great virtue this Fire which the Papi/? hath now con- 


ſecrated, fanCtified, and bleſſed, is. Verily of fo great torce, that whatſo- 


ever be kindled or made warm by this Fire, ſhould {traightway be profitable 
to the health of all men, that is to ſay, drive away all corrupt, peſtiferous, 
and evil Airs, and preſerve the health of all them'that receive any heat by 
it. O the marvelous ſtrength of this ſanEtified Fire ! Hence it was, that in 
times paſt, ſo ſoon as the Paſchal was lighted, every Woman of the Pariih 


ſhould ſtrive who might come firſt to the Fire, and carry home ſome part of 


it,and kindle their Wood with it,and ſo ſmoak and ſmorher every part of the 
Houſe therewith, with this faith and perſuaſion, "That this pertuming ot their 
Houſe with the ſmoak of this Fire, did not only drive away all wicked 5pi- 
rits and peſtiferous Airs out of their Houſes, with all kind of Diſeaſes, but aifo 
bring aſlurance of health to all the Inhabitants of the tame tor allthe year 
after. O vain Faith! O fooliſh Peſuaſion ! 


In another Prayer the Popiſh Prieſt beſeecheth God, That into whatſoever, 
place this blefled and hallowed Fire be brought,it may expel the wickedneſs of | 
the Devils deceit, and make the power of God's Majelty to be preſent, even. 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Is not the virtue, power, and torce of this Fire 
wonderful and marvelous? It doth not only drive away the Devil, but it alſo 
bringeth Chriſt unto us. But as touching the Devil, we have beiore hearg, 
That it is neither Salt, Water, Bread, Candles, Boughs, Palms, Flow- 
ers, &c. that can drive him away, but only the Name of Chriſt, Faith, 
Prayer, God's Word, and Faſting. And as concerning Chriſt, no man can 
come by him, but only through the ſingular benefit and unipeakable Gitt of 
God, as our Saviour Chriſt himſelt ſaith, No man cometh unto me, except my 
Father, which ſent me, draw him. Fooliſh therefore, vain and ſuperſtitious 
is the DoCtrin of the Papiſts, concerning this their ſanctified and hallowed 
Fire. | 


Of Holy Aſhes. 


"Heſe Aſhes, whereof- we muſt now entreat, are made of the hallowed 
E | Palms of the year paſt: And the Maſs-book faith, That upon A4/þ- 
TWedneſday, when the Prieſt hath abſolved the People, &c. then muſt there 
be made a Bleſſing of the Aſhes (without Domizus vobiſcum, and without 
Oremus) by the Prieſt, being turned toward the Eaſt, and ſtanding in the 
midſt of the Quire, before the Altar. Notwithſtanding the Roma ute faith, 
That the Prieſt ſhall ſay Dominus vobiſcum, and Oremus allo : 1o little do the 
' holy Fathers agree among themſelves. | 
After that the Popiſh Prieſt hath ſet himſelf in a comely order for the 
diſpatching of this matter, he beginneth on this manner, and faith, as we 
read in the Roman Manaale, otherwiſe called the Benedictionale. 


O Almighty and everlaſting God, ſpare them that fear, be merciful to them 
that make ſupplication, and vouchſafe wha to ſend thy holy Angel from Hea- 


Ven, 


profitable to the health of all' 
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ven, which may bleſs oh and ſanttifie theſe Aſhes, that they may be an whole 
ſom Remedy to all that meckly call upon thy holy Name, and accuſe themſelves 
for the C onſcience of their Sins, and lament their wickedneſs before the fight 
of thy divine Clemency, or that meetly and humbly defire thy moſt excellent 
Majeſty : ' And grant through the invocation of thy holy Name, that ſo many as 
ſhall ſprinkle theſe Aſhes upon them for the redemption of their fins, may re- 
ceive health of Bady and ſafegard of Soul. 


In this Petition the Prieſt requireth of God, That he will ſend down his 
holy Angel trom Heaven to bleſs and ſenifie thoſe Aſhes, miſtruſting, as it 
may ſcem, his own bleliing and ſanctitying, as a thing of no great force and 
virtue. ButT believe, that he may pray to God tor this matter twice, be- 
foreit Le granted him once. Where hath this Papz/t learned, That the Ot- 
fice of Angels is to hatlow Aſhes ? The holy Scriptures teſtifie, That Angels, 
at the appointment of God, have many times come down irom Heaven to 
the coniolation and comtort of God's Ele&t and choſen People: but that 
they at any time came down to hallow Aihcs, that is in no place read. 
And how dare the Papi/t ask that of God, tor which he hath not one jor 
nor one tittle in the holy Scripture? We are taught to ask according to the 
Will of Gol, and not againit the Willof God. Thar is the Will of God, 
which he hath manifeſted, declared and opened in his Word. Ail other 
things are tancies, dreams and idle imaginations of men. Andas they are 
asked without, yea contrary to the will of God, fo are they never granted 
of God. Andthus may we wellthink of this Petition of rhe Pricſt, where- 
in he asketh, That God would fend down his holy Angel trom Heaven to 
bleſs and fanific the Aſhes. Without doubt a worthiptull offtce, more 
meet for the Angelof Antichriſt than for the Angel of Chritt. The Office of 
Gods Angel and Ambaſſador is, to execute Gods Will, to do Gods meſſage 
to ſuch as he ſendeth them, to take care of Gods Ele&t, to defend him from 
the violence of Satan, to preſerve them in the obedience of Gods Will, to 
nouriſh Concord, Peace, Amitie, Virtues, good Studies, Arts, Policy, &c. 
and in fine, at the day of Judgment to gather together Gods Elect into that 
Heavenly Kingdom, and to commit the Reprobate unto Everlaſting Fire. 
Of this we read in the holy Scripture ; but that it is their Office to bleſs 
and hallow Afhes, that read we not. Therctore as the Popiſh Sacrificer 


doth cvil to put the Angels of God to ſuch an Ofkce as 15s not allotted unto 


them by the holy Scripture ; fo likewiſe do they wickedly require ſuch a 
thing of God as is contrary to his Bleſſed Will, God hathappointed his 
Angels to fervehim, and to attend upon his ele and choſen People tor their 
Sateguard, and not to fan&ifie and hallow Aſhes. 

Bur let us ice to what end this Papiſt would have Gods holy Angel come 
down from Heaven and hallow theſe Aſhes : verily faith he, That they may 
be an- wholſom remedy to all that meckly call upon thy holy name, and ac- 
m themſelves for the conſcience of their fins, and lament their wicked- 

What wicked Do&rine is this of the Devil and the Pope, to teach that 
their abuſed Aſhes ſhould be not only a remedy, but alſo an wholſom reme- 
dy to ſuch as have offended 2 The holy Scripture teacheth far otherwile : 
That plainly declareth, that when we have finned againft the Lord our God, 
thenext and beſt remedy is to turn again unto him whom we have offended : 


to repent us of our former wickednefs, to erave mercy at our Heavenly 
Fathers 
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Fathers hand, in the name of our only Mediator Chriſt Jeſus: To believe 


that our fins ſhall be forgiven us, if we ask in Faith : and in fine, to take 
upon us a new life, and above all things to take heed that we fall no more 
into a lewd life, leſt the laſt be worſt than the firſt, and fo this common 
Proverb be verified of us, The Sow being waſhed is returned to her wal- 
lowing in the mire, and the Dog unto his vomit. 

But afterward, the Papiſt maketh it more plain, and defireth of God, that 
ſo many as ſhall ſprinkle thoſe Aſhes upon them tor the redemption of their 
ſins, may receive health of Body and Safeguard of Souls. Here is a plain 


Doctrine of the Papiſts, That by ſprinkling thoſe Aſhes upon them, they 


believe to have redemption of their ſins. What 1s Blaſphemy it this be 
not Blaſphemy 2 What is it to work ignominy and diſhonour to the pre- 
cious bloud of Chriſt, if this be not ? Who denieth the Lord that bought 
them, if the Papiſts do it not 2 Is it come to paſs now, that Aſhes work the 
redemption of our ſins ? We hitherto believed that Chriſt alone hath 
wrought our Redemption by his Paſſion and Death. For ſo are we taught 
in the Word of God. Chriſt, faith St. Paul, died for our fins, and roſe 
again for our juſtification. Again there is one God and one Mediator, the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, which gave himſelf a Ranſom for all. Likewiſe faith 
St. John, The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt purgeth us from all fin. Alſo in ano- 
ther place, Chriſt hath loved us _ waſhed us from our ſins by his Bloud, 
and hath made us Kings and Prieſts to God his Father : Tohim be praiſe and 
rule for ever. Amen. | 
And as concerning health of Body and ſafeguard of Soul, who know- 
eth that they come not from Aſhes, but from the Mighty God of 1/rael, 
from whom every good and perfect Gift cometh, as we have before heard. 
Of him therefore muſt we ask whatſoever good thing we intend to obtain. 
But we ſhall note alſo, that in the prayer which tolloweth, it is plainly 
declared, That the. Popes Captains ſuffer the Aſhes to be laid upon their 
heads, to this end, That by that means they may deſerve to have torgiv- 
neſs of their ſins : when notwithſtanding we have before abundantly 
heard, that forgivneſs of fins cometh only trom God, through Faith in the 
name of his Son Chriſt, and not by reaſon of any work, although com- 
manded in the Law of God, much leſs by any ceremony invented by man, 
as it is written. Be zt known to you, ( ye men and Brethren ) that through 
this man ( Chriſt ) # preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins : and that 
by him all that believe are juſtified from all things, from which we could not 
be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. Again, Why tempt ye God that ye would 
put a Toke on the Diſciples necks, which neither our Fathers nor we we were 
able to bear. But we believe that through the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
we ſhall be ſaved, &c. And in-the Service after Salisbury ule, ({ as they 
term it ) we read theſe words. Grant that through the Invocation of thy 
holy name, all they that bear theſe Aſhes upon their heads for the obtaining 
of thy mercy, may merit of thee to receive forgiuneſs of all their Treſpaſſes. 
Are not theſe words all one in efte& with the other which we heard before ? 
Verily there is neither barrel better herring. Whether uſe we follow, 
both rob Chriſt of his glory. | 
After theſe benediCtions and fanCtifications, theſe Aſhes muſt be ſprinkled 
with Holy-Water to make up the matter. Which thing diſpatched, certain 
Anthems muſt be ſung, and in the mean ſeaſon the Aſhes muſt be received 
of ſo many as are preſent. Firſt of all, the Prieſt that ſhall ſay Maſs muſt 
| have 
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have the Aſhes laid upon his head by another Prieſt, if he be preſent... But 
if there be no more Pricſts, then muſt he kneel down meekly before the Al- 
tar, and lay Aſhes upon his own head. Afterward mult the other Miniſters 
come, if any be preſent, and kneeling down before the Altar, receive Aſhes 
of the Prieſt. They being ſerved, the Brethren and Siſters ſhall come 4:7 
& 4ini, two and two together, like Fryers of one Cloyſter, and meekly 
kneeling upon their marrow bones before the Altar, receive Aſhes in like 
manner of the Prieſt. And in diſtributing theſe Aſhes, the Prieſt muſt ſay 
to every one of them on this wiſe, Memento homo quod cinis es, ve ( here 
muſt the Prieſt make a Croſs with the Aſhes upun the top of the Crown, 
if he be a Man, but it a Woman, upon her forchead ) & z# cinerem re- 
wverteris. That is to ſay, Remember man that thou art Aſhes, and into 
Aſhes thou ſhalt rerurn. 

Theſe Aſhes in tires paſt, through the wicked Doctrine of the moſt 
wicked Papiits, have been counted of the common People to be of ſo great 
virtue, that the receiving of them brought unto them Gods favour, and a 
worthy preparation unto the forgiveneſs of their fins. And contrariwiſe, 
that without them, neither Conteſlion, Contrition, Pennance, Abſolution, 
Faſting, Prayer, nor any other good work profited them any thing at all. 
Q lamentable blindneſs ! 


Of hallowing Incenſe, Myrrhe, and other Perfumes. 


Ow that we have paſſed over Salt, Water, Bread, Candles, Boughs, 

Flower, Fire; and Athes, we are at laſt come to our Perfumes, as In- 
cenſe, Myrrhe, &c. Neither are they ſo ſweet, nor cheir favours ſo pleaſant, 
but that the Papiſts find fault in them ; {o that they alſo have need of their 
Exorciſms, Conjurations, SanCtifications, BenediCtions, Croſſings and Bleſ- 
ſings. Theretore in falling in hand with that matter, the Popiſh Prieſt 
beginneth to Conjure in this manner, ſpeaking to the Devil as one not 
unacquainted with his doings. 


7 Conjure thee, thou moſt unclean Spirit, and every phantaſy of the Enemy, 
in the Name of God the Father Almighty, and in the name of Feſus Chriſt 
. bis Son, and in the virtue of the Holy Ghoſt, That thou with all thy falſe 
Subtilty and Wickedneſs, go forth and depart from this Creature of Perfume 
or Tacenſe, that this Creature may be Sanitified v4 in the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that all they which taſte, touch, or ſmell it, may enjoy the vir- 
tae and help of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo that whereſoever this Incenſe or Perfume 
fhall be, thou in no wiſe FA bold to approach near there, nor preſume to trouble : 
But what ful Spirit ſoever thou art, thou with all thy crafty falſhood flee 
and dapart jar from thence, being ſtraitly chargea by the name and wvir- 
tue of God the Father Almighty, and of his Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
en the Holy Ghoſt ſhall come to judge the quick and the dead, and thee thou 
traiterous Offendor, and the World through Fire. Amen. 


Here is much work and little help. 'The poor Devil is here ſo handled 
and fo ſtraightly Conjured, that he knoweth not whither to turn him. 
Firſt of all this Conjurer rateth him beyond all meaſure, and calleth him 
moſt unclean Spirit, toul Spirit, and traiterous Offendor, and chargeth him 

F not 
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not in the name of Robinhood or little Fohn, nor yet in the name of Fryer 
Tuck and maid Marion, but in the name of God the Father Almighty, and 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and in the vertue of the Holy Ghoſt, 
That he with all his falſe Subtilty and Wickedneſs, and with all his crafty 
Falſhood, depart from that creature of Incenſe or Perfume, | 

There is no remedy, but the Devil .muſt now needs trudge, being ſo 
ſtraitly Conjured. Bur it is marvellous that ſuch Perfumes ſhould make fo 
ſweet favours, if the Devil were in them, as the Popiſh Conjurer fancieth. 
If one Devil be in ſo little portion of Incenſe, what a number of Devils 
be there in all the Apothecaries Shops that are in Buck/ersbury, and elſe- 
where? I wonder how they can ſleep in the night ſeaſon, having ſo many 
Devils in their Houſes. If the Doctrine of the Papiſts be true, it were high 
time, yea, and more than time, that theſe Conjuring Prieſts were ſent tor, 
and ſet a work to Conjure ſuch unclean and foul Spirits ; yea, and ſuch 
traiterous Offenders, leſt they make havock of all Apothecaries and Gro- 
cers Houſes, and all others alſo whereſoever any Incenſe, myrrhe or any 
other Perfume is. If Incenſe were poſſeſſed with the Devil, as the Papitts 
teach, I much marvel that the Holy Ghoſt would by the mouth of the 
P/ſalmiſt compare Prayer unto it. Again, if Incenſe were poſlefied with 
ſo foul and unclean Spirits, it is much to be marvelled that it ſhould have 
ſo ſweet a favour, ſeeing the Devil corrupteth all things that he poſleſleth. 
But let us conſider why this Papiſt takerh ſo great pains to Conjure the De- 
vil out of the Incenſe. Some urgent, grave, weighty, and neceſſary cauſe 
moveth him thus to do, otherwile he would never be ſo earneſt in the mat- 
ter. Forſooth Sir, and it pleaſe you, The cauſe that moveth him to take 
all theſe pains in Conjuring and diſpatching the Devil is, that this Creature 
of Perfume or Incenſe may be ſantified in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; yea, and that unto this end, That all they who taſte, touch, or 
{ſmell it, may enjoy the virtue and help of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo that where- 
ſoever this Incenſe or Perfume ſhall be, the Devil in no wiſe may be bold 
to approach near, nor preſume to make any hurly burly ; but that he with 
all his crafty Falſhood fly and depart far from thence. O notable Virtues ! 
O wonderful Works! Of this Exorciſm we learn, that ſo many as taſte, 
touch, or ſmell of this Perfume or Incenſe, do enjoy the virtue and help of 
the Holy Ghoſt. To taſte, that is to ſay, to eat of Incenſe or any other 
Perfume, is rare ; but to touch or to ſmell thereof, is daily and common. 
But that this ſhould bring the virtue and help of the Holy Ghoſt, is of all 
things moſt rare, and almoſt incredible. 'To have the Holy Ghoſt is the 
meer and only gift of God, as he himſelf teſtifieth by the Prophet, ſaying, 
7 will pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Daughters ſhall Prophefee 
Again he faith, 7 will pour clear Water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean, 
yea, from all your uncleanneſs, and from all your 1dols ſat I cleanſe you. 
A new heart alſo will 1 give you, and a new Spirit will I put into you, Qc. 
T will give my Spirit among you, and cauſe you to walk in my C ommandments, 
to keep my Laws and fulfil them. And our Saviour Chriſt faith, f ye be- 
ing evil can give good Gifts to your Children, how much more ſhaÞ your 
Heavenly Father give the Holy Ghoſt to them that ask it of him ? 

Again, / will pray my Father, and he ſhall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the 


World cannot receive ; for it ſeeth him not, neither hath it known him. 


Here 
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( 19) 
Here have we in manifeſt and plain words, that the Holy Gholt is the 
ift of God only, and that it cometh not unto us by Conjured Incenſe and 
and other bewitched Perfumes, but by Prayer alone, which God hath ap- 
inted the meanto obtain his bleſſed Spirit. | 

Moreover in this Exorciſm or Conjuration, the Exorciſt or Conjurer at= 
tributeth ſo much to theſe bewitched Perfumes, that they be able, whereſo- 
ever they be kindled or ſet on Fire, to drive away the Devil with all his Craft 
and Falſhood. This 1s an old jugling of rhe Papiſts, ſo to eſteem their 
Sorceries, that they may be able tro move Mountains, yea, to drive Devils 
away. But we have betore heard, that the Devil is more mighty and of 
greater force and ſtrength, than that the ſmoak of a little Incenſe can be able 
to drive himaway. We have heard alſo, that by Faith, Prayer, Faſting, and 
by the Word of God, Satan is expelled and put out, and not by dumb Ce- 
remonies. For this purpoſe, faith St. Fohn, hath the Son of God appeared; 
even to diſſolve, looſen, break, and deitroy the works of the Devil. 

In the Prayers that follow, the Sorcerer prayeth God that the Incenſe 
may be to his Servants or Handmaids a Defence and Safeguard, that the 
Enemy the Devil enter not into their bowels, nor have any entrance or 
ſeat in them. Again, That all Diſeaſes and deceits of the Devil, feeling 
the ſavour of this Incenſe, may flee away, fo that the People be not hurt 
through the biting of the old Serpent, but that it may expel and drive away 
all phantaſtical aſſaults of unclean Spirits, and expel all Infirmities, Sick- 
neſles and Diſeaſes : and in fine, health being reſtored, ſmell to the Lord 
our God a moſt pleaſant odour with perpetual ſweetneſs. 

The Papiſts ſing always one manner of ſong , that which only is due to 
the Creator, they attribute to Creatures, after they have once exorciſed,- 
conjured or bewitched them. But we have before abundantly heard, That 
no man can be delivered from the aſſaults of Satan and other wicked Spirits, 
and from ſickneſles and diſeaſes, nor obtain any health, but only by the 

wer of Almighty God, as it is written, Neither Herb nor Emplaiſter hath 
healed them, O Lord, but thy Word, which healeth all things. And whereas 
they will have their Perfumes to be a ſweet favour in the Noſtrils of God, 
we know that there is nothing that ſmelleth ſweetly before God but the Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt's death : As rhe Apoſtle faith, Chriſt loved us, and gave him- 
Self for us an Offring and a Sacrifice of a ſweet ſavour unto God. Again, By 
Chriſt dowe offer up Sacrifice of praiſe always to God ; that is to ſay, thefrut 


of thoſe lips which confeſs his Name. 


After theſe ſolemn Prayers, the Exorciſt, devoutly looking upon hisnew 
bewitched ſtuff, ſpeaketh on this manner : 


The bleſſing vþ of God Almighty vÞ« the Father the Son v4, 4nd the 
holy Ghoſt, Lend and come ns this C — of Tacenſe, Myrrh and 
Perfume, and abide upon it alway. Amen. 


Theſe things diſpatched, he putteth ſome of the new Perfumes in the Cen- 
ſer, ſo that now by the vertue hereof, the Devil trudgeth with all his craft 
and falſhood : All diſeaſes flee away, health cometh, and all good things 
beſides. Othe wonderful power of theſe Perfumes! Yea, O Antichriſt, who 
ſo wickedly abuſeſt the good Creatures of God ! | 


of 


('20 ) 
Of hallowing the Paſcal. 


Or the full furniture of this Ceremony, I mean the Paſcal or great Ta- 
per, which is wont to be hallowed in the Popiſh Churches on Zafter- 
Even, which was the device of Pope Zofrmes. it is appointed, That the 
Deacon, having on decent Apparel, and meet for the purpoſe, ſhall take 
this matter in hand, yet ſo, that he firſt of all receive bieſing of him that 
executeth, otherwiſe unapt to enterpriſe ſo weighty a matter, with J«be, 
Domine, benedicere. The bleſling oncetaken, rhis Deacon, ſtanding be- 
neath the ſteps of the high Altar, and turning himſelf Northward, having 
the Taper-bearers ſtanding by him, the one on the right hand, the other 
on the left, and the Subdeacon right over againſt him, by whom he thar 
carrieth the long Staft muſt alſo itand, &c. ſingeth on this manner in the 
Lat:z Tongue, Exultet jam angelica, &xc. Now let the angelical Company 
of Heaven rejoyce, &c. That done, he fingeth certain other things, which, 
if they were aot uſed to an evil end, might ſeem not only tolerable, but alſo 
commentable, namely, it they were pronounced in a Tongue that the 
People uuderſtandeth. : 

After theſe things,. the Deacon putteth Incenſe npon the Taper or Paſcal 
in manger of 2 Croſs. Immediately after, this Taper is lighted, and no 
more put out before 'Compline be ented the day following. And ſtrazght- 
ways all tie Candles in the Church are lighted with great folmnity. Atter- 
ward he prayeth tor the Clergy and People, but eſpecially tor the moſt blet- 


ſed Father and Lord the Pope, &c. And fo endeth the hallowing of the 
Paſcal. | 


Of hallowing the Paſcal Lamb. 


N hallowing the Paſcal Lamb, among other things, the Popiſh Prieſt de- 
fireth God, That he will vouchiate >f« to blefs and Jeſanctific the Paſ- 
cal Lamb which is there preſent, that all ſuch of the People as faithfully ſhall 
eat thereof, being filled with all heavenly benedition and grace, may bere- 
pleniſhed in goodneſs. There 4s nothing ſo holy that ever God made, but 
coming into the Papiſts hands, it is either prophane, or elſe muſt needs be 
made 'more holy. And being ſohallowed, it bringeth fanCtification, health 
of ſoul and - af heavenly benediQtton, grace, goodneſs, and what not ? 


The hallowing of Eggs. 


= the hallowing of Eggs the Popiſh Sacrificer beſeecheth God to pour 

the grace of his bleſſing upon the Creature of Eggs, that it may be made 
an wholſom meat roall ſuch as cat of it, and that they may receive by it 
health of body and ſafegard of ſoul. 

He ought rather to have defired God to pour his blefiing upon the People, 
than upon the Eggs, which are Creatures without all fn and tecling,wath- 
out all life and motion. And whereas he deſireth of God, that the Eggs may 
be made an wholſome meat to all ſuch as eat them ; this Prayer is fooliſh and 
vain : For it Eggs be not rotten, unſavoury, or otherwiſe eſtranged from 

their 
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their natural property, they be good and wholſom of their own kind. And 
although the Papi/ts have forbidden them to be eaten of the faithful, certain 
times of the year, asa kind of meat unlawful, yet we know, that to the 
pure all things are pure, | and that nothing is to be caſt away that is received 
with thankſgiving: For ut 1s ſanQified by the Word of God and Prayer. What- 
ſoever God hath purified and made clean, no man ought to call common 
and unclean. That which entreth into the mouth defileth not man. The 
Earth is the Lord's, and all that is contained in it. But asto the pure all things 
are pure, ſo likewiſe to the unpure and unfaithful nothing is pure, but both 
their mind and conſcience is polluted and defiled : neither can any thing be 
clean to them, though it were conjured, ſan&ified, conſecrated and bleiſed 
a thouſand times. 

And whereas the ſacrificing Prieſt would have his hallowed Eggs to be 
health of body and ſafegard ot ſoul, we know that both theſe things are the 
gift and bleſſing of God, as it is written, Domini e/# Salus. Health and Salva- 
tioncometh fromthe Lord. Therefore the Prophet prayeth unto God in 
this manner, Zeal thou me, O Lord, and I ſhall be made whole. Save thou 
me, and I ſhall be ſaved. | 


The hallowing of Herbs: 


N the Benedition and Bleſſing, in the Conſecration and Hallowing of 
Herbs, the maſſing Prieſt beſeecheth God, That the Herbs which he 
ſantifieth may be unto them that ſhall eat of them, health both of body 
and ſoul. Again, That they may drive away from Beaſts and Cattle all Rot and 
Murrain : and expel all phantaſies of the Devil, and all Diſeaſes, and all 
Peſtilences, and all other kinds of naughtineſs. And that whoſoever ſhall 
uſe any of them, they may be unto him Phyſick for the Body and Strength 
for the Soul: And in fine, That whoſoever, being ſick, eateth of them, may 
out of hand receive the benefit of Health. | | 
What precious Jewels and incomparable Treaſures are here ſet forth unto 
us, yea, and that through a few hallowed Herbs! Health both of Body and 
Soul; driving away of all Rot, Murrain and noyſomneſs from Cattle ; ex- 
pelling of all deviliſh phantaſies ; putting out of all Diſeaſes and Peſtilerices ; 
Phyſick for the Body and Strength for the Soul,&c.What will ye have more? 
Here is goodly Ware. Come lee for your Love, and buy for your Money, 
Never'was there ſo good and ſubſtantial Ware offered by any Chapman tobe 
ſold, as theſe maſſing Merchants bring forth here. If the virtue of this their 
ſtuff were as good as they brag, without all doubt we ſhould have no need 
either of God, or of any good Saint. But we know all theſe things afore- 
faid to be the Gifts of God: and that -they come not from Herbs fanctified 
by the Papiſts, but from above, even from the Father of lights. To whom 
alone be glory for ever. . Amen. x | 


G The 
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The hallowing of Milk and Honey. 


N this BenediQtion and Hallowing, the bleſſer and hallower defireth God 

to bleſs his Creatures of Milk and — which are there preſent, that 

ſo _ eat of rhem may receive health of body and fafegard of ſou, 

and at the laſt, everlaſting ſalvation, Afterward he concludeth with theſe 

words, and faith : And the blefſing of God the Father, and vÞa of the Sor, 
and yþ« of the holy Ghoft, deſcend upon theſe Creatures, and remain always. 


The halowing of Apples, and other new Fruits. 


N the ſanQification of -z{pples and other Fruits of the Earth, which the 
Papiſts alſo uſe in their Churches, becauſe nothing coming into their 
hands 1s ſo pure but it needeth a new bleſſing, that by this means it may be 
holier than ever God made it, the ſacrificing Maſs-monger beſeecheth God, 
That at his inſtance and defire, He will vouchſafe to bleſs and ſanQtifie the 
new Fruit of Apples, and ſuch like Fruits of the Earth, as Pears, Plumbs, 
Peaches, &c. that the Devil with all his wicked Army being diſpatched, 
thoſe Creatures may be received unto the Conſecration both of Body 2nd 
Soul. And afterward he concludeth on this manner, and faith; O Lord »þ« 
bleſs this new Fruit of the Trees, that they which eat of it may be whole in 
Body, and boly in Soul. 

The Papiſts are but ſlender Muſicians, for, like the Cuckow, they ſing al- 
ways one Song. Whatſoever virtue, might, and power they attribute to 
one Ceremony, the ſame, for the moſt part, do they give unto all. There 
is no Ceremony which, after their Conjuration, hath-not power to drive 
away the Devil, to put away Diſeaſes, to bring health to the Body, and fal- 
vation tothe Soul. In ſogreat admiration have theſe Apes their little ones, 
although never ſo deformed and evil favoured. But whilſt this their DoQtrin 
is received and believed, the bounteous liberality of God is unknown and un- 
thanked. And the benefits of his Son's Paſſion and Death not a little obſcu- 
o = blotted. God deſtroy the Kingdom of Antichriſt, yea and that 

ortly. 


T he ballowing of Wine. 


He Papiſts are very buſie-bodies, and love to meddle with all kind of 
K matters, that they may ſeem able to do ſomewhat in all things. Ir 
is not ſufficient that they have to do with Water, Salt, Bread, Candles, 
Palms, Boughs, Fire, Aſhes, Incenſe, Myrrh, Paſcal, Paſcal Lamb, Eggs, 
Herbs, Milk, Honey, Apples, Gc. except they alfo meddle with Wine, it 
being a Liquor wherein they greatly delight, and therefore they daily uſe 
to ſacrifice unto the great god Bacchus, that they may be bees 6 the more 
meet to ſerveLady Yenus. This Creature of Wine is not ſo pure in their ſight, 
but it hath alſo need of their fanCtification and hallowing, of their benedi- 
Etion and bleſsing. Arid therefore they pray the Lord Jeſs Chriſt, who at 
a Marriage of Cana in Galzlce turned Water into Wine, that he would vouch- 
fafe to bleſs and ſanCtifie this Creature of Wine, that all that taſt of it 
may be repleniſhed and filled with the riches of his bleſſing. 
It 
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If the Prayer whuch ____ here make, were heard and granted, it 
were very profitable that the People ſhould always be tipling this 'new 
fan&ified Wine, that by this means they might be repleniſhed with the 
riches of Chriſts bleſſing. But as their Prayer is not grounded on (Gods 
Word, nor framed according to his Will, fo is it neither heard nor granted : 
And therefore they pray in vain, promiſing the ſimple People 1iuuntains, 

rforming Molehills. We are not enriched with Gods bleſſing, for drink- 
ing the hallowed Wine, but for Chriſts fake, for Chrilts dignity and wor- 
thineſs, for Chriſts merits and deſerts; as the Apoſtle ſaith, Bleed be God 
the Father 7 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath Befſed us with all manner 
of Spiritual bleſſings in Heavenly things by Chriſt. 

What wickedneſs then is this of the Papiſts, to attribute that to a Cup 
of bewitched Wine, that is only the gift of God? 7» thy Seed, ſaid God 
to Abraham, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed, 
as St. Paul expounderh it in his Epiſtle to che Ga/atzans. 

It is appointed moreover, That on the Feaſt of St. John the Evangeliſt, 
the Wine eſpecially ſhould be bleſſed and hallowed : for what cauſe I know 
not, except it be on that time of the year that men uſe to drink more largely, 
and to be more merry than any other time of the year. Now for the per- 
fe& furniture of this matter, it is commanded, that firſt of all the Maſs- 
monger ſhall ſay the beginning of St. Fohns Goſpel, I» principo erat ver- 
bum, &c. That once done, he muſt pray on this manner, 


By theſe words of the holy Goſpel, and by the merits of John the Apoſtle 
and Evangeliſt, vouchſafe, O Lord, to bleſs and conſecrate this Cup of Wine 
with thy right hand, and grant that all that believe in the drink of 
this Cup, may be bleſſed and fefended And as St. John drinking poyſox 
out of the Cup was not hurt ; ſo they that drink this day of this Cup, in the 
honor of Thee and bleſſed St. John, may be delivered through the merits of the 
ſame $2. John, from all ſickneſs and poyſon, and be abſoluedVoth in Body and Soul 

rom all faults. | 
f The Pavif in this his Prayer, Conjureth God to bleſs and ſanQtific his 
Cup of Wine by the wordsof the hol Golpeh and by the merits of St. Johx 
the Evangeliſt, as though God were fo indebted and bound unto them, that 
he could dono otherwilc than grant his requeſt. But as touching the words 
of the Goſpel ; Where have the Papiſts learned thus to abuſe them ? Wherg 
have they read that the words of the Goſpel ſhould help unto the hallowing 
and ſanQifying of Wine? The Papiſts play here with is piece of St. Johns 
Goſpel, as the ſimple People in the time of darkneſs were wont to do with 
hanging St. Johs Goſpel, as they call it, about their necks upon St. Audries 
lace, thinking themfeives ſafe from all danger, both Bodily and Ghoſtly, 
and free from all Devils and wicked Spirits, But this is to abuſe, and not 
to uſe the words of the Goſpel. [The Goſpelis a joyful Mellage, where- 
in is contained moſt preſent conſolation and ready comfort for all Singers 
that repent in Faith, freely offered of God the Father for his Soa Chriſts 
fake, to all that believe and embrace it, And this Goſpel helpeth not be» 
cauſe it is read, but becaufe it is believed ; as St. Paul the Apoſtle faith, 
The Goſpel of Feſus Chrift is the poſher of God, to ſave ſo many as believe : 
For Man and his Salvation was the Goſpel written; and not for Wine and for 
Wines fatisfaQtion : As St. John himſelf teſtificth, fa ing, Theſe are written 
that ye might believe that Jeſus is Chriſt the Son of God : and that in be- 
ieving ye might have Life through his name, And 
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And as concerning the merits*of St. John the Evangeliſt ; Where have 
the Papiſts learned to lay them before the Majeſty ot God, as things of 
ſuch purity and excellency, that for the worthineſs of them, he is bound 
to grant their deſire, ſeeing it is written, That all our righteouſneſſes are as a 
menſtruous Cloth ? Seeing alſo that before God, not the a= in Heaven 
are clean ; much leſs man, who is Earth, Aſhes, Duſt and Dung. What 
St. John thought of his merits, may eaſily be perceived by theſe words. 
If we ſay we have no fin we deceive our ſelves, and the truth is not in us : 
But if we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and 
zo cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. If we ſay we have no ſin, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us. 

Here St. Fohn-putteth himſelf in the number of Sinners; ſo far is he 
from cracking and boaſting of his good deeds and merits. And in the Chap- 
ter following he faith, 1f any man fin we have an advocate with the Father, 
Feſus Chriſt the Righteons. Ang He it is that obtaineth mercy for our fins. 
Here St. Fohn likewiſe layeth not forth his own merits and deſerts before 
the Judgment Seat of God, but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that pure and 
undefiled Lamb, that taketh away the fins of the World. For whoſe ſake 
alſo God is well pleaſed with man. The merits both of St. Fohn and of 
all the Saints, are the mercies of God, as it is written, which crowneth 
in mercy and loving kindneſs. When ye have done ( faith Chriſt ) al that 
ye ought to do, ſay, we are unprofitable Servants, there is no difference, a// 
have finned and want the Glory of God. 

Again, the me prayeth, That ſo many as drink of that hallowed 
Wine, may be bleſſed, defended, delivered from all ſickneſs and poy ſon, and 
infine, be abſolved both in Body and Soul from all fins and faults ; yea, and 
that by the merits of St. John the Evangeliſt. Of St. Johns merits we have 
before heard. But that the hallowed Wine ſhould give to ſo many as drink 
of it, Gods bleſſing, Gods defence, deliverance from all ſickneſs and poyſon, 
and at the laſt abſolution from all ſins and faults, it is more than any man 
may be bold juſtly to look for at a Cup of Wine. Ir is God that bleſſeth 
and defendeth us his People. It is God that delivereth his Servants from 
all evil and noiſom things. It is God that forgiveth ſin, and faveth both 
Body and Soul : as the Pſalmiſt faith, Salvation cometh from the Lord, 
and his bleſſing is pon his People. 

If this new ſanCtified Wine being drunk inthe honor of St. Fohn the E- 
vangeliſt, be of ſuch force and ſtrength, that it ſaveth the drinkers thereof 
from poyſoning, How cometh it to paſs, that that Wine which is Conlſe- 
crate in the Blood of Chriſt, yea, which is the natural Blood of Chriſt, 
as the Papiſt teach, could not keep and defend Pope Yifor, the third of that 
name, from poyloning, _—_ as Chronicles record, was poy foned at Maſs 
by drinking that myſtical Wine out of the Chalice ? 

And as touching the abſolution of ſins, I marvel greatly that the Papiſts 
would ſo overſhoot themſelves, that they would deſire of God, that fo 
many asdrink of that Wine, might be abſolved and delivered from all their 
fins. Verily this thing doth not a Little diminiſh their Authority. It 
men might be abſolved trom their ſins by drinking a Cup of Wine, what 
ſhould be come then 'of Ego abſolvo te > Then alſo were all theconteſſional 
pens —_— and gone; yea, then ſhould the holy Fathers Indulgences 
and Pardons a pena a'culpa toties quoties, be utterly neglected and nothing 


at all regarded. I wonder they were ſo uncircumipect in this matter, _—_ 
mo 
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maſt circumſpeRion ought t6. have: deen had. But this we know and are 


' cag forgive us our (ins, but God alare, as it is writteri, No man car 
forgive fins but God alene. And as God himfielf faith by the Prophet, 
[ amhe; yea, 1 am he indeed which putteth amay thy fins, and that for my 
enw [ake, and 1 will remember thy wickeduq/s no maxe, 

Ln another Prayer, the ſanGifying Papiſt befeecheth God >J« to ble this 
Creature of Wine, that whoſoever ta of it rasy obtain Everlaſting 
Life, through the interceſſion of St. Fob. 

Here we may ſay to the Papiſts, as the Flaccher ſaith to bis bale, Flie 
and be nought. Here is de ma/o inpejus, venite averemut, as Shelter ſaith, 
It was very nought that we heard before in hallawing the Wine, but this 
of all nought, is moſt nought, For now we are come ta this point, that 
the drinking of this ballowed Wine bringeth Everlaſting Life; when nat- 
withſtanding the Apoſtle faith, Everlali Life is the Gift of God through 
Tefſes Chri(t our Lerd, And Chriſt bimfelf faith, 7 am tbe way, the truth, 
and the life. No man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Again, 7 ans come 
that they might have life, aud that they might have it more abundantly. 
For Tam the Reſurretion and Lif:. He that belieueth on me, though he were 
dead, yet ſhall he live, and whoſoever liveth and believeth on me ſhall ne- 
ver dye. St. Paul faith, if Righteouſneſs come hy the Law, then died Chriſt 
in vain, What is meant by Righteouſneſs in this place, but the grace, fa- 
vour and mercy of God, remiſſion of fins, the gift of the Haly Ghoſt, 
quietneſs of Conſcience, and in finc, Everlaſting Life ? Now, faith the 
Apoſtle, None of all theſe things come by the Law ; that is toſay, by thoſe 
works of the Law, which nat man but God hath preſcribed and appointed. 
For if they d1!, it ſhould truly tollow that Chriſt died in vain. But Chriſt 
died not in vain, therefare Righteouſneſs and Everlaſting Life cometh not 
by works, as it is written, No Fleſh ſhall be juſtified by the Works of the 
Law. If therefore our Juſtification and Salvation come nat by thoſe'works 
which God hath appointed, ſhall we obtain fa noble and excellent benefits _ 
at the hand of God through drinking of Wine, lately bleſſed by an un- 
bleſſed a Everlaſting Life is the gift of God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 

Moreover, This facrificing Sorcerer defireth of God, that theſethings 
may be brought to paſs ſo much the ſooner, through the interceſſion of 
St. Fobn, A new kind of Interceſſion. Is it to be thought that St. Fobx 
being now a glorified Saint in Heaven, and following the Lamb whither- 
loever he goeth, hath ſo much idle leiſure, as to attend upon ſuch erifling 
ſuits and requeſts ? What other thing were it, to crave of God, that all 
ſuch as drink of that new hallowed Wine, might obtain Everlaſting Life 
by the means thereof; than to ſpit in Chriſts face, to ſet Chriſt at nought, 
to contemn and utterly deſpiſe the ineſtimable merits of his Paſſion and 
Death, and in all points to deny him «to be a Saviour ? For whoſoever 
ſeeketh any part of his Salvation at any Creature, cither in Heaven or jn 
Earth, except only at the hand of Chriſt, he hath utterly forſaken the 
Lord Jeſu, and his faving health. Far therefore be it from ſo holy an 
Apoltle ro attempe ſuch wickedneſs. 

And whereas the Papiſts make him an Interceflor unto God, I know 
not for what trifles, we ſhall underſtand that we are not taught by any part 
or parcel of the holy Scripture, that the Saints departed do make ay 

H interceſſion 
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interceſſion > for us- that live in this World. Neither is it probable 
by the Word of :God, that they either pray for us, er that they hear our 
prayers; 'as the Prophet 7ſaiah ſaith, Thou art our Father. For Abraham 
knoweth as not, neither is Iſrael acquainted with us. But thou Lord art 
our Father and Redeemer, and thy name is everlaſting. 

When we will obtain any thing at the hand of God, St. Joh» ſetteth not 
forth himſelf, nor any of his fellow Apoſtles, no nor yet the Virgin Mary 
to be our Mediator, Advocate, or Interceſlor unto God the Father ; but he 
appointeth Jeſus Chriſt, who for his dignity and Righteouſneſs is found alone 
worthy to offer up our prayers before the Throne of Gods Majeſty. He 
alone 1s our Mediator, He alone is our Advocate, He alone is our Interceſlor, 
as the holy Scripture abundantly teſtifieth, Whatſoever we ask of God 
the Father in the name of this our Mediator, Advocate, and Interceſlor, 
ſo that it be agreeable to the will of God, we may be ſure to obtain it, as 
that ſelf truth teſtifieth, ſaying, Yerily verily 7 ſay unto you, Whatſoever 
ye ſhall ask the Father in my name, he ſhall give it you. Ask and ye ſhall 
receive, that your joy may k full. 

After divers other vain words, which I gladly paſs over, the Popiſh 
SanGtifier concludeth with theſe words, 


And the Bleſſing of God Almighty, wha the Father and wh the Son and 
bh the Holy Ghoſt, deſcend and come down upon this Creature of Wine, that 
zt may be to ſo many as take of it a remedy againſt all peril of Body and Soul, 
and a foretaſting to Everlaſting Life. Amen. 


What an wholſom Concluſion this is, who ſeeth not ? But what care the 
Papiſts what they ſay, ſo that it may advance their own idle inventions, 
although it obſcure the Glory of God and Merits of Chriſts death never ſo 
greatly 2 The defence both of Body and Soul againſt all evil cometh from 
God alone, and not from an hallowed Cup of Wine. 7he Lord, faith David, 
is my ſtony rock and my defence, my Saviour, -my God, and my might, in 
whom I will truſt, my Buckler, the horn alſo of my Salvation, and my refuge. 
T will call upon the Lord who is worthy to be praiſed, ſo ſhall I be ſafe from 
mine Enemies, &c. | 

And as touching Everlaſting Life, we have before heard that it is the 
free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To have a foretaſting of 
this Everlaſting Life, there is no other way but by Faith only: as it is 
written, He that believeth on the Son, hath Everlaſting Life, but he that 
believeth not on the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the wrath of God abideth 
#pon him. | 


The hallowing of Cheeſe and Butter. 


the Benedi&tion of Cheeſe and Butter, the SanCtifier uſeth theſe 
words, - 
Youchſafe O Lord God Almighty, Je to bleſs and vþ ſanttifie theſe Crea- 
tures, ( Cheeſe and Butter) which thou haſt vouchſafed to bring out of the 
fat of Beaſts ; and grant, we beſeech thee, that ſo many of thy faithful Peo- 
ple as ſhall eat thereof, may be repleniſhed with all Heavenly benedittion, 
and with the holineſs of thy Grace. a 
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At the beginning God bleſſed all his Creatures, and beholding them, le 
faw that they were wonderfully good. This his 'blefling abideth ſtill 
upon his Creatures ſo firm and conſtant, that'they need no mans bleſſing; 
much leſs a Papiſts. And theſe things which he hath prepared to be re- 
ceived of the faithful with thankſgiving, he hath already fo fanQtified and 
made pure by his Word, that they have no need of a new ſanCtification. 
Notwithſtanding the Papiſts after their old manner, go forth to abuſe the 

ood Creatures of God, and to think thoſe unclean which God hath puri- 

ed ; and therefore they new bleſs and fanftifie them. Moreover, they 
deſire of God, that ſo many aseat of this their hallowed Cheeſe and Butter, 
may be filled with all-Heavenly bleſſing, and with the holineſs of Gods 
grace. Great muſt the virtue of this hallowed Cheeſe and Butter be, ſeein 
it bringeth to the Eaters thereof, abundance of all Heavenly bleſſing, and 
the holineſs of Gods grace. But the Papiſts may ask theſe things twice of 
God, before they obtain them once. All Heavenly bleſſing and the grace 
of God, comes not by eating ſanftified Cheeſe and Butter, but they be 
freely given of God to the faithful, for his Son Jeſus Chriſts ſake, as is 
above aid. 


The hallowing of new baken Bread that lately came 
out of the Oven. 


I hallowing the new baken Bread, the Papiſts uſe theſe words. 


O Lord holy Father, Almighty everlaſting God, wvouchſafe ., up bleſs this 
Bread with :thy holy and Spiritual Jenediffion, that it may be to all men 
health of bc, and Body, and a defence againſt all Diſeaſes, and againſt 
all the crafty aſſaults of their Enemies. 


As in all other his benedidtions, fo likewiſe in this, the ſacrificing Papiſt 
beggeth of God, that he will vouchfafe to bleſs the new Bread ; yea, and 
that unto this end, that it may be unto all men (he meaneth ſo many as 
ſhall eat of it) health of mind and Body, and a defence againſt all Di- 
ſeaſes, and againſt all thecrafty aſſaults of their Enemies. | 

Here the Papiſt layeth on load, and beggeth much, becauſe he may ſeem 
to obtain ſomewhat. Bur if this his requeſt were granted of God, (as it 
is moſt certainly denied )) then ſhould we neither have need of the Co 
ral Phyſician for the health of the Body, nor yet of the Spiritual Phy- 
ſician, that is to ſay Chriſt, for the Salvation of the Soul. For both theſe 
things are gotten by cating this new ſanCtified Bread. But how falſe and 
ſlight Merchandize theſe falſe Merchants bring forth and utter to the ſimple 
Idiots and unlearned People, the learned know. For as touching the health 
of the body, whoknoweth not, that although the ſick Perſon have his gorge 
crammed tull of this hallowed new baken Bread, yet is he never the nearer 
to health, but remaineth till fick and diſeaſed? And as touching the 
health and falvation of the Soul, to whom is it unknown that Chriſt alone 
is the Author thereof ? Thou ſhalt call his name (ſaid the Angel to Foſeph) 
Jeſus, that u to ſay, a Saviour. For he ſhall ſave his People from their 
fins. Likewiſe faith St. Peter, There is Salvation in none other. Neither 
is there any other name given to men under Heaven ; wherein they muſt be 


ſaved, 


| ſaved. And our Saviour Chriſt himfelf faith by theProphet, I aw the Lord, 
there is ns Saviow# befedes me. A Ged that faveth, there is nove but T alone. 
Vain therefore is the falvation that is looked for thr Popifh Ceremo- 
nies. And curſed is he that maketh fleth his arm, and ſuffererh his heart to 
depart and go away frona the Lord. For the Loxd ſhall deſtroy all them 
that run a whore-huating from God after vile and ſtrange Idols, which are 
nothing elſe than the idle iventions of idleand wicked men. | 

. Again, As concerning defence againſt all Diſcafes, :and againſt all the 
crafty aſlaults of our Egemies, either corporal or ſpiritual, we are well af- 
ſued, that it cometh only from God. He only with his mighty hand and 
qutſtretched arm defendeth his People from all evils both bodily and: 
ghoſtly. And as he defenderh us from all ficknefles, difeaſes, and all other 
misfortunes, ſo likewiſe doth he only preſerve and keep us from all fach as 
go about to moleſt and trouble us erther in body. or in-lout. Sofar 1s it off 
that theſe benefits come unto us from a piece of new baken Bread, fanRtifiet 
by a Popiſh Prieſt, Antichrilt's Chaplain. | 


The hallowing of Fleſh. 


ip hallowing and bleſsing Fleſh, the Popiſh Prieſt uſeth divers Prayers. In 
the firſt he hath theſe words : 


We beſeech thee,that thou wilt vouchſafe to whe bleſs and to we ſanftifie this 
Fleſh : that it may be toall that eat of it ſtrength of body and pureneſs of mind. . 


In the ſecond Prayer he fayeth thus : | i: 
Vouchſafe, O Lord God Almighty, to ha bleſs and to va ſanitife theſe 
Creatures of clean Fleſh, that whoſoever among thy faithful People ſhall eat 
them, may be repleniſhed with all heavenly benediftion and healthful grace. 


Tn the third Prayer he hath theſe words : 

We meekly beſeech thee, that thou wilt vouchſafe to wh bleſs and to whe ſan- 
fie this Fleſh of four-footed Beaſts and Birds, that it may be to all us that 
receive it, the bleſſing of the ſoul and the defence of the body, and 4 moſt ſure 
Stabliſhment to all the bowels. 


 Inthe fourth Prayer he ſpeaketh on this manner : 
We humbly beſeech thee, O Almighty God, That thou wilt vonchſafe to bleſs 
and ſanitifie wha theſe Creatures which are the Fleſh of clean Birds, that who- 


ſoever ſhall eat of them, may be repleniſbed with the abundance of thy bleſſing, F- 


and deſerve to come unto the paſtures of everlaſting life. 


In the firſt of theſe Prayers, after the Maſsing-Prieſt hath beſeeched God 
to bleſs and fanCtific that Fleſh there preſent, as though the bleſsing he gave 
toall his Creatures at the beginning were now worn out, orelſe 1p old that 


it needeth to be renewed , he deſireth alſo , That it may be toall that cat of 


it, ſtrength of body and pureneſs of mind. | : 

The Meat received and well digeſted of an hungry ſtomach, bringeth, 
through God's bleſsing, to the body of the eater ſtrength, no man doubreth, 
but that it bringeth pureneſs of mind to ſuch as cat it, is very ſtrange, nay 

it 
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itis direQtly againſt the Word of God. In the Old Law the Fews at the Com: 
ade ns God did both offer and eat divers kinds of Beaſts and Fowts : 
yet read we-not, that they were made holy and purified thereby. 

When Noah after the Floud built an Altar untothe Lord, and took of eve- 
ry Beaſt, and of every clean Fowl, andoffered Sacrifices on the Altar, the 
Scripture faith, That the Lord ſmelled a ſweet ſavonr, It is not ſaid, That 
the offering of that Fleſh purified and cleanſed the minds of Noah and his Fa- 
mily. Meats are ordained of -God not'to- purifie the mind, but to comfort 
and cheriſh the body. The minds and hearts of the faithful are purified by 
Faith, and not by corruptible Meats, which periſh and come to nought. 
Spiritual Diſeaſes are cured with Spiritual Medicines, and not with groſs 
and outward ER 'The evil and'wicked affe&tions of the mind are 
more privy and ſubtil Difeaſes than can þe healed with eating a piece of fleſh. 
Vain therefore is this their Prayer unto God in this behalf. The holy Apoſtle 
faith, That ſuch: Offerings as were offered in the old Law at the command- 
ment of God, could not purifie the Conſeiences of men, but of neceſſity it 
behoved Chriſt to offer himſelf a ſweet fmelling ſacrifice, that by the vir- 
rue thereof, both body and ſoul of the faithful believer might I and 
purified. And isit to be thought that fleſh eaten is able to cleanſe the minds 
of the eaters! O new Divinity ! 

In the ſecond part he defireth God, That whoſoever among the faithful 

people ſhall eat thoſe Creatures of clean fleſh, may be repleniſhed with all 
heavenly benediCtion and healthful grace. 
- To be repleniſhed ahd filled with all heavenly benediction and healthful 
grace, cometh not by eating of fleſh, although never fo clean, and never fo 
oſt purified, cleanſed, fanctified, bleſſed and hallowed of the Popith Prieſt. 
Theſe benefits are obtained only. at the hand of God, through faith in the 
ſeed of 4baham, that iis to fay, Chrift, in whom all Nations are bleſſed ; 
as we have before heard. 

In the third Prayer he humbly befeecheth God to bleſs and fanifie the 
fleſh of four-footed Beaſts and Birds, that it may be to all them that receive 
it, the bleſſing of the ſoul, and the defence of the body, &c. 

What bleſling the ſoul hath (I ſpeak of the inward Man, of the ſpirit 
which is born gnly of God) or can have by eating fleſh, I ſee not. But that 


the ſoul is many times accombred through the abuſe of fleſh, ſuperfluity, 


banqueting, ſurfeting and rioting, daily experience doth ſufficiently declare. 
In conſideration whereof, St. Paul, giving himfelf to abſtinence , faith, 
1 chaſtiſe my body, and bring it unto bondage. If the holy Apoſtle had known 
chat he might have received the bleſfsing of the ſoul by eating, he would not 
have given himſelf ſo much to abſtinence and faſting. Meats are ordained, 
faith St. Paw, for the belly, (he faith not for the foul) and the belly for 
meats, but God ſhall deſtroy both it and them. Again he faith, The Xingdom 


| of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the holy 


Ghoſt. For he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, pleaſeth God, and is com- 
mended of men. And where he prayeth, That the meat may be the defence 
of the body, and a moſt-ſure ſtabliſhment to all parts of the ſame, he pray- 
eth not indiſcreetly. For:who knoweth not, That good meat is a good de- 
fence againſt hunger, and againſt certain diſeaſes of the body ? But if he 
meaneth any other defence, that by eating that hallowed meat he ſhould be 
defended from his Enenves, either bodily or ghoſtly, he utterly deceiveth 
both himſelf and the people. For this — cometh to the faithful from 

God 
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God alone, who hath numbred all the hairs of their heads, keepeth all their 
bones, ſo that none of them ſhall be broken, and ſendeth his Angel to pitch 
his Tent in the midſt of them that fear him, that he may: deliver them 
from all danger and peril, and defend them againſt all their Enemies. 

In the fourth Prayer, the Sacrificer goeth forth to diſcloſt and utter his 
madneſs, and beſeecheth God, that whoſoever: ſhall eat the:+Fleth of the 
clean Birds there ſanCtified and bleſſed, may be repleniſhed with the abun- 
dance of his bleſſing, and deſerve to come unto the Paſtures of: everlaſting 
life. 2113 | 

St. Paul faith, Meat maketh us not acceptable to God. +Neither if we 
eat, are we the better, nor if we eat not, are wethe worſe. . Again, The 
Kingdom of God is not meat and: drink, but Righteouſneſsand Peace and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. As the meat that entreth into the mouth, doth not 
defile a man; ſo likewiſe doth it not ſan&ifie nor juſtifie man ; ſo far is 
it from repleniſhing and filling us with the abundance of Gods bleſſing. - 

And as touching that they which eatof this hallowed Fleſh, ſhould there- 
by deſerve to come unto the Paſtures of Everlaſting Life : Who ſeeth not that 
this 1s a new kind of Divinity ? Where was it ever read or heard before, 
that men by eating Fleſh hallowed of a Papiſt, ſhould deſerve to come un- 
to Everlaſting Lite 2 Verily it this Do&rine were true, it were a very eaſie 
thing to enter into Heaven. We ſhould not need to Pray, nor Faſt, nor 
give Alms, nor to do any other good work, but only to eat and drink, and 
to be merry, according to the old ſaying, Dum ſums in mundo, vivamus 
eorde jucundo, But our Saviour Chriſt teaches us far otherwiſe, ſaying, 
Enter in at the (trait Gate : for wide is the Gate, and broad is the way 
that leadeth to deſtrution, and many there be which go in thereat. But 
Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto Life, and few 
there be that find it. The Apoſtle faith, That by many tribulations we muſt 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Of merits and: deſerts we have before ſpoken. And as touching Ever- 
laſting life, we are taught by the holy Apoſtle, that it is the free gift of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom be glory for ever. 


T he hallowing of the Font. 


twice in the Year, that is to fay, on Eaſter-Even, and Whitſunday- 
Even. At other times ſecretly >. neceſſity requireth ) they uſe alſo to 
have it, but not with ſo great ſolemanity and pomp. Now that this mat- 
ter may be done formally, it is appointed that at both theſe tumes, the 
Prieſt jhall furniſh himſelf after the beſt manner ; put on his Surphce, his 
Stole and his Cope. He muſt alſo have one with him that ſhall bear the 
Tar-box, otherwiſe called te Chriſmatory, wrapped in a Towel; another 
to carry the Cenſer; a third to bear the Ship ; and two more to carry the 
two Candleſticks burning, to light him that he ſtumble not by the way, 
beſides the whole Quire. All theſe being ſer in a moſt ſeemly order, they 
rake their Journey out of the Chancel unto the Font, merrily ſinging the 
Kyrie, and calling upon a number of Saints ; as Angels and Archangels, 
Patriarches and Prophets, Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, Martyrs, Widows and 


Virgins, with all the company both of he Saints and ſhe Saints, with m_ 
Santi 


= T hallowing of the Font ſolemnly is uſed in the Popiſh Churches 


IF 


36] 


Sanfti orate pro nobis, deſiring them to take ſo much pains for them, as to 
pray for them. When they have once done with the Saints, they returg 
unto God, -and defire him to be favourable unto them, and to grant them 
their Petitions, which be divers and many. Among all, that he will vouch- 
fafe to keep the Apoſtolick Lord, ( that is to ſay the Pope) and all the 
Eccleſiaſtical Degree in holy Religion. They pray alſo tor the Biſhop of 
the Dioceſs: But as touching either King or Queen, they are paſt oyer with 
ſilence. Theſe things diſpatched out of the way with a Pater nofter and 
a Credo; the Prieſt falleth in hand with the conſecration or hallowing of 
the Maſs, and defireth God to command, that all unclean Spirits may de- 
part out of that Water, and that all the wickedneſs of the Devils deceit 
may ſtand far off, &c. That it may be an holy and an innocent Creature, 
free from all invaſion of the Enemy, and purged through the departure 
of all wickedneſs. Again, That it be a living Fountain, a Water that 
regenerateth and begetteth a-new, puny Water, &c. And while he is 
ſinging theſe things, it is appointed inthe Book, that beſides divers others, 
to the number of ſix, he make two ſolemn Croſſes in that Water with his 
right hand, dividing the water in the manner of a Croſs. 


Aﬀeer theſe things, he ſpeaketh to the Water on this manner, | 

Wherefore I bleſs wh thee thou Greature of Water, by wÞe the living God, 

by we the true God, by wha the holy God : who at the beginning ſeparated thee 

from the dry Land : whoſe Spirit moveth apon thee : which commanded thee 
to flow out of Paradiſe, and in four Flouds to water the whole Earth, &c. 


Here muſt the Prieſt make the third Croſs in the Water, after the manner 
before appointed. Then goeth he forth again to ſpeak to the Water on 
this wile, 


7 he bleſs thee by Feſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord, who in Cana of 
Galilee, by his wonderful power, turned thee into Wine : who walked on foot 
upon thee : and was baptized in thee of John in Jordan. Who brought 
thee forth out of his fide with Blood alſo , and commanded his Diſciples, 
that they that believe ſhould be baptized in thee, ſaying, Go teach all Na- 
tions, Baptizing them in the name of »« the Father, and of »F« the Son, 
and of »þ« the Holy Ghoſt. 


Here muſt the Prieſt ceaſe his ſinging, and read theſe words, 

O Almighty God, be thou mercifully preſent with us that keep theſe Com- 
mandments. Lovingly breath. (Here muſt the Prieſt breath into the Font 
three times in the manner of a Croſs) Bleſs thou wþ theſe ſimple waters 
with thy mouth, that befides the natural cleanſing which they may ſhew in 
waſhing the bodies, they may alſo be of ſtrength to purifie the minds. 


Here the Prieſt is commanded to take the burning Candle, and todro 
of it into the Font, after the manner of a > and holding the Candle {tyll 
19 the Font, to ſing with a luſty and couragious voice on this manner, 


O let the virtue of the Holy Ghoſt deſcend and come down into this fulneſs 
of the Fountain, aud make all the ſubſtance of this Water fruitful with the 
effect and power of regenerating or begetting a-new. 

Here 


EE: 
| Here muſt the Prieſt divide the Water with the Candle, and: after- 
wards pluck it out, and. give it againto the Miniſter. After theſe things 
he muſt breath thrice into the Font, and fo after a few words he: maketh an 
end of ſinging. | 
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When he hath once done the Confecration and Blefting of the Font, he is 


commanded to put Oyl into the Water, making a >F« of the Oyt with the 
Bullion which is in the Veſtel of the Oyl, otherwife call'd the Chrifmatory, 
ſaying on this manner : 


The commixtion or mingling together of the Oyntment of Oy, and of. the 
Water of Baptiſm: In the Name of whe the Father, and of wh the Son, and 
of whe the holy Ghoſt. 


This thing being diſpatched out of the way, the Prieſt muſt put Cream 
into the Font, making a croſs of the Cream with the Bullion that is in the 
Veſſel of Cream, and ſay, 


This Font be made fruitful and ſanttified with this _— Cream to all 
that be born a new of it. In the Name of wþ« the Father, and of wh the Son, 
and of wh the holy Ghoſt. | 


Theſe things thus finiſhed, the Prieſt with all his Trifkets and Complices 
muſt return into the Quire, merrily ſinging Rex Sanforum, &c. Then 
alſo for joy and glee muſt all the Bells be rung that are cither in the Steeple, 
Church, or Chancel. Andthus endeth theſanQtifying and hallowing of the 
Font according to the Pope's appointment. | 

Here hath been much ado about a thing of nothing, I.mean about the 
Conſecration of the Font. But what needeth all this reckoning ? .'To what 
end hath the Popiſh Prieſt been ſo buſie with his Exorciſms and Conjura- 
tions, with his San&ifications.and Confecrations, with his Bleſſings and 


Croſlings,with his Gapings and Breathings,with his Oylings and Creamings ? | ; 


To make the Water more holy ?. But who can make the Water more holy 


than God himſelf hatly already made ir 2 Fo make the Sacrament of the |: 


more efficacy, virtue and ſtrength ? But Chritt inſtituting the holy Myſtery 
of Baptifin, maketh. no mention of all theſe rrifling Ceremonies, which 
without all doubt he would have done, it he had thought them neceſſary 


for the due adminiſtration of Baptiſm. When Fohn Bapriſt baptiſed in the |. 


Wilderneſs, he ufed fimple and natural Water, without bleſſing or croſſing, 


So likewiſe did the Apoſtles of Chriſt, as Philip, when he baptiſed the Eu- 
nach, and others. Many years alſo after Chrift's afcenfion the holy Fa- > 
thers of Chriſt's Chureh baptiſed with Water fimply, without any addition 
of ſach Conſeerations and Blefſings. The more fimple and the nearer to ©: 
Chriſt's Inſtitution their Adminiſtration of the Sacrament was, - the better 
was it allowed of all true Chriſtians. They knew not this pomp, this pride, |” 


this magnificence, and this ſolemnity that is now uſed in Popith Churches. 


The Deviland the Pope, that Antichrift of Rome, invented all thoſe trifles, 7 
and thruſt them into the Church of Chriſt, unto the great obſcuring and 7 
utter defacing of the purity of Chriſt's holy and bleſſed Myſteries. And #7 
notwithſtanding, into Hizch ignorance and blindneſs are both the Priefts and 


People come, through the wicked traditions of men, that if. any ofthe leaſt 
of theſe frivolous Ceremonies be leit out, they think the Baptiſm to m—_ 
thing 
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nothing worth,and the Children not to be chriſtned. O lamentable blinds 
neſs! But let all true Chriſtians perſuade themſelves, that pure and ſimple 
Water, coupled with the Word, maketh the Sacrament of Baptiſm ſuffi- 
cient and perfect, as St. Auſz7n faith, The Word is joyned to the Element, 
and thereof is made a Sacrament. 

As touching the Conſecrations, Bleſſings, Croſlings, Gapings, Breath- 
ings, Oylings, Creamings, Perfumings, and ſuch other trifling Ceremo- 
nies, they are the droufie dreams and fooliſh fancies of Hypocrites, and 
therefore not to be regarded nor frequented, but rather to be negle&ted and 
omitted, as things nothing appertaining unto the ſubſtance and matter of 
Baptiſm. But let us conſider certain things uſed of the Papiſts inthe Conſe- 
cration of their Font. 

Firſtthe Prieſtdefireth God to command, that all unclean Spirits may de- 
part out of that Water, and that all the wickedneſs of the Devils deceit may 
{tand far off, Fc. _ 

There is no Creature that ever God made, be it never ſo pure and clean, 
but if it come once into the hands of theſe ſacrificing Papiſts, it is ſtraight- 
ways not only unpure and unclean, but alſo full of Devils and wicked Spi- 
rits, When notwithſtanding God at the beginning pronounced the Water, 
asall his other Creatures, to be very good, and no evil in them : yea, the 
Lord our God ſo eſteemeth this Creature of Water, that by it he hath not 
only wrought many wonderful Miracles, but alſo in his holy Scriptures 
compareth his holy and bleſſed Spirit to this Element of Water. One alſo 
of the principal and chief Myſteries which he hath left to his holy Congre- 
gation for their comfort, and to expreſs therein his ſingular good will toward 
them,is ſet forth in Water, as an Element moſt apt to ſet forth our Regenera- 
tion and New Birth in Chriſt. But the Papifts, as we have before heard, 
find fault not only with the Water, but with Salt, Bread, Wax, Fire, and 


what not ? But this their doing is well known to be nothing elſe than plain 


jugling. St. John Baptiſt knew no Devil nor evil Spirit in the Water when 
he baptized in the Wilderneſs. Chriſt's Apoſtles judged the Water pure 
and clean and the good Creature of God when they baptized. Philip bap- 
tizing the Eunuch uſed the Water that was next at hand. If Chriſt had known 


_-the Devil to be in the Element of Water, he would never have made it a 


Sacrament of Regeneration. St. Paul doth fo greatly eſteem this Myſtery 
of Baptiſm, which partly conſiſts of Water and partly of the Word, thathe 


.calleth it the Fountain of the new Birth, and renewing of the holy Ghoſt. - 


And in his Epiſtle tothe ZEphefrans he hath theſe words ; Chri/t loved the 
Congregation and gave himſelf for it to ſantlifie it , and cleanſed it in the 
Fountam of Water, through the Word, tomake it unto himſelf a glorious Con- 


| gregation, without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be 


holy and without blame. Noth nat our Saviour Chrilt fay plainly , ZThat ex- 
cept a man be born-of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God. It Devils 'or wicked Spirits had been in the Water, as the Pa- 
fiſts. dream, the holy Ghoſt would never have beautified this Element of 
Water with ſuch praiſes and commendations in the holy Scriptures. And 
who knoweth not that of all the-four Elements none is more neceſlary than 
Water;neither have we any.in-more uſe. God giveus grace to uſe this and all 

other Creatures unta his glory with thankſgiving. Amen. | 
Now let us ſee to what end the Papi/ſts would have. the Devil and all 
wicked Spirits driven outof theWater. It is forfooth, that | it may - an 
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holy and an innocent Creature, free from all invaſion of the Enemy, and 


purged from all wickedneſs. And that it be a living Fountain, a. Wa- 


ter that regenerateth and begetteth a-new, a purifying Water, &c. 

The Creature of Water 1s already Holy, ſanCtified of him who 1s Hol!- 
neſs it ſelf; and therefore hath no need of the Popiſh fan&tifications and 
hallowings. It is allo of it ſelf innocent and harmleſs, created of God tor 
the uſe and commodity both of Man and Beaſt, as all other Creatures of God 
are. It at anytime we be plagued either with Water or Fire, or with any 
other Creatureof God ; the fault is not in thoſe good and innocent Creatures 
of God, but in our ſelves, who through our manifold wickedneſs, pro- 
voke God unto anger ; as we may ſee inthe Hiſtories of the Flood, and o 
the Deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. IS. 

Whereas they deſire of God that it may be a living Fountain, a Water 
that regenerateth and begetteth a-new, &c. we grant that Baptiſm is an 
holy Sacrament ; but that the outward Water giveth life, begetteth a- 
new, and purifieth the heart, we utterly deny ; Ir being not in the power 
of a lifeleſs Element to do this. It is the work ot the Holy Ghoſt alone : 
as our Saviour faith, 7: is the Spirit that quickeneth and maketh alive. When 
Chriſt talked with Nicodemas of our regeneration and new birth, he made 
mention not only of Water, but of the Spirit alſo: to declare that the 
chief worker of our regeneration and new birth, is the Holy Ghoſt, with- 
out whoſe Grace and ſecret Inſpiration, the outward waſhing profiteth 
nothing. Fudas Iſcariot, Simon Magus, Ananias and Saphira, with divers 
others, were Baptized with the outward Baptiſm of Water, and yer are 
they now damned Souls in Hell Fire. They had the Water, but they had 
not the Spirit. Their Bodies were outwardly waſhed, but their Souls were 
not cleanſed by the Holy Ghoſt ; their hypoeriſie ſo deſerving. Now it 
the Water of Baptiſm by it ſelf were of ſuch virtue and power, that it could 
give lite, purifie and beget a-new ; then ſhould all falſe Chriſtians and Hy- 
pocrites become the Children of God, and Heirs to Everlaſting Glory, 
But it is truly ſaid of St. Pal, They that are led with the Spirit of God, are 
the Sons of God. It any man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his. Though the bleſſed Apoſtle calleth Baptiſm the Fountain of the new 


birth, yet, he immediately addeth the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt : de-_ 


claring hereby, That although Baptiſm be the Fountain of the new birth, 
that ſo many as be waſhed with that Water, have put off Adam and be 
born a-new in Chriſt ; yet, that our renovation cometh by the Holy Ghoſt. 
He alone quickneth and maketh us alive in Chriſt Jeſus. He alone regene- 
rateth and begetteth us a-new. Without this outward waſhing many have 
been and are daily ſaved; but without the inward waſhing of the Holy 
Ghoſt no man can be ſaved. As St. Paul ſaith, If any man hath not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. Not to the Water therefore, ought the 
Papiſts to attribute the virtue and power of making alive in Chriſt, of re- 
generating, purifying, &c. but to the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Office alone it is to 
work all theſe good things in the hearts of Gods Elect and choſen People. 
Moreover, Whereas the Prieſt turneth him to the Water and faith, 7 4/eſs 
thee thou Creature of Water, by the living God, by the true God, by the holy 
God, Sc. Tea, I bleſs thee by Feſus Chriſt, his only Son our Lord, &c. Who 
ſeeth not his madneſs 2 Will any man count him ſober or in his right mind, 
that ſhall ſpeak to a thing without life? This do the Popiſh Prieſts in the 
preſence of God, his bletled Angels, and of his holy Congregation. = 
| this 
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( 35) 
this ſtuff had been ſpoken in a known tongue, as it was uttered in a ſtrange 
Language, the People many years ago would have hifled thoſe Antichriſtian 
Sacrificers out of their Temples, and not have ſuffered themſelves to be 
deluded and mocked by them. _ But--what. needeth this Popiſh Prieſt to 
bleſs the Water by the livirng God, by the true God, by the holy God, and 
by Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, ſeeing that the bleſſed Trinity ſo many 
hundred years paſt, hath already ſufficiently and abundantly bleſſed the 
Waters? O the vain dreams of men ! . | 

After theſe things, the Prieſt in a Prayer whiſpered out by him, deſfireth 
God to bleſs thoſe Waters with his mouth. Verily, this is a new kind of 
bleſſing, as bleſſing is commonly takenamong us. Menuſe, and the Pa- 
piſts themſelves alto uſe to bleſs with their fingers and not with their mouth. 
When the ſimple People ſee a Biſhop riding gorgeouſly upon his Mule, more 
like to Simon Magus than to Simon Peter, they ule to cry out, My Lord, your 
bleſſing; My Lord, your bleſſing for St. Charzty : thinking to receive ſome 
great benefit by that means, both to their Body and Soul; when notwith- 
{tanding in my Countrey, the Biſhops bleſſing would not go tor Horte meat. 
Doth the Biſhop gape upon them ? or rather doth he litt up his hand and 
ſo bleſs them 2 But wheretore would the Prieſt have God to bleſs thoſe 
Waters 2 Verily, that beſides the natural cleanſing whichthey ſhew in waſh- 
ing the Bodies, they may allo be of ſtrength to purifie the Minds. 

That the natural property of Water 1s to cleanſe the Body and all outward 
things, no man that hath reaſon will deny. But that Water, although ne- 
ver ſo much Conſecrated, Sanctified and Bleſſed, purifieth the mind, Soul, 
Spirit or inward Man, neither reaſon nor Scripture doth allow. For what 
Is 1t to purifie the mind, but to forgive ſins, to give the Holy Ghoſt, to en- 
graft new and ſpiritual motions, to alter the whole man, and to be cloathed 
with Holineſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth ? This is not the work of any man 
in Earth, nor yer of any Angel in Heaven ; much lefs of a Creature that 
is without all ſenſe and feeling. It the Water ſanQified by Man, purifieth 
the mind, much more ſhould the Man that ſan&tifieth the Water do the ſame. 
But Man doeth it not, neither is it done by the Water. It is God alone by 
his holy Spirit, that puritieth the mind, and ſearcheth the reins and hearts. 
Man is the Miniſter, Water the thing miniſtred, but God is he that worketh 
all: as the Apoſtle ſaith, Paul planteth, Apollo watereth, but God giveth the 
excreaſe. Therefore neither he that planteth, nor he that watereth, is any 
thing worth, but God which giveth the increaſe. Tr is truly ſaid of St. Cyp- 
rian, Whether Judas or Paul Baptizeth, Chriſt waſheth an putteth away the 
fin. St. Ambroſe ſaith, To forgive fins in Baptiſm, and to give the Holy 
Ghoſt, is the Office of God alone. It therefore God giveth the effe& of health, 
there is no glory of man in this behalf. For we know that the Holy Ghoſt 
is given of God, without impoſition or laying on of hands, and that he 
who was not Baptized, obtained remiſſion of fins. Hereto agreeth the 
faying of St. Auſtin. As concerning the viſible Miniſtery, both good and 
bad do Baptize; but he doth inwardly Baptize by them, -whoſe both the 
viſible Baptiſm and inviſible grace is. Therefore both good and bad may 
Baptize, but none can waſh and purifie the Conſcience, but he only who 
1s always good. Hence it follows that the Papiſts teach falſe DoQrine, 
when they hold that the Sacraments give grace, purifie the mind, wath the 
Conſcience, and change the' whole man. Indeed the Sacraments repre- 


ſent and preach theſe things to the outward man, but it is Godalone that 
giveth 
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iveth theſe things by his holy Spirit, that he which rejoyceth might rejoyce : 


1 the Lord. EI 

Now as tonching the fooliſh Ceremonies which the Popiſh Prieſt 
aſeth in the Conſecration of the Font ; as making Croſſes, cropping Candle 
irito the Font, dividing the Water with Candle, putting Oyl and Cream 
into the Water, breathing into the Font, and ſuch like bepgerly Trifles, they 
are thore worthy to be derided than confuted, being indeed nothing elſe 
than childiſh Plays and apiſh Toys. Thus much concerning the Popiſh 
confecrations of the Font. | 


Of hallowing the Marrying-Ring. 


| EY hallowing the Womans Ring at her Wedding, this Prayer following 


is appointed to be faid of the Prieſt. 


Thou maker and Conſerver of mankind, Giver of Spiritual grace, Granter 
of Eternal Salvation : Lord ſend wh thy bleſſing upon this Ring, that ſhe 
which ſhall wear it may be armed with the virtue of Heavenly fems, and 
that it may profit her to Eternal Salvation. 


Another Prayer. 

Hallow thou Wh Lord this Ring which we bleſs whe in thy holy name, that 
what Woman ſoever ſhall wear it, may ſtand faſt in thy Peace, aud continue 
in thy Will, and live and grow and wax old in thy Love, and be multiplied 
#nto the length of days. 


Then let holy Water be fprinkled upon the Ring, and all is well. Who 
can otherwiſe than laugh at the folly of theſe fooliſh Papiſts, whonot being 
content to ſhew their fondneſs in certain trifling matters, 'muſft deſire God 
to ſend his bleſſing on a poor Ring? What kind of Prayers are theſeunto 
- + Are they worthy of Gods o—_ Is this fo ask according to the 
will of God 2 God ought not to be called upon in vainand trifling matters, 
but in grave and weighty Cauſes, in affairs that appertain-unto hisglory, 
and to the ſalvation of our Souls. The very Heathen'in times paſt would 
have been aſhamed to offer up their Prayers to their falſe'Gods, -for ſuch 
fooliſh and childiſh things. And to fay the truth, this kind of praying is 
nothing elſe than a plain — of God. The Papiſts might with as 
g00d a Conſcience pray to God, 

Preacher; for this Prayer would pleaſe God affoon as the other. But ler 
us ſee to what end thePapiſt defireth God to ſend his bleſſing upon the Ring : 
It is, faith he, That ſhe which ſhall wear it may bearmed with the virtue 
of Heavenly defence, and that it may-profit her to-eternalfalvation. Here 
be two goodly matters if they might be obtained. But where hath God pro- 
miſed, that the wearing of a Ring hallowed by 'a Popith Prieſt, ſhould bring 
to the wearer, the vertue of Heavenly defence and everlaſting falvation? 
What'if an Heathen Woman and an Idokatreſs ſhould wear this ſanQified 
n_ ſhould ſhe alſo enjoy theſe two' Commodities ? For the wordsare 
neral, That ſhe which 'ſhall wear it, &c. But to be ſhort,” we ſhall note that 
the vertite of Heavenly defence cometh not by the wearing of a Ring, but 
by the mighty proteQtion of God; wherewith,both by his Grace and Spirit, 


and 


to make the weathercock of Pauls a ' © 
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by the Miniſtery of -his Angels hegefended his Elect and. choſen People, , 
a pl 4 written, 71 5 river and tht: Lord heareths. him, and delivereth 
him out of all his troubles. 'The Angel of the Lord pitcheth his Text round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them, — ' © _—_——— 
And gs touching eternal . Salvation, who knoweth not that. it is the free 
gift of God, .given to the faithful for Chriſt Jeſus fake? Therefore toaſcribe 
theſe-heavenly Treaſures to the wearing of a poor Ring, doth: not- a little 
obſcure the Grace of God,: and:the Merits of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion. 


The Hallowi ng.of the Pilgrims Wallet and Staff. 


He /Pilgrims that intend to go: on: Pilgrimage either to St. Peter 
| . and. Paul at Rome, or to St. Fames of Compoſtela, or to any other 
Saints, ; muſt firſt of all be bleſſed of the Prieſt inthis manner : 

Firſt the Pilgrims muſt come devoutly unto the Church, and make their 
Confeſſion humbly to the Prieſt,: and gladly receive of him Penance and 
Abſolution. . Afterward they ſhalt come into: the Chancel , reverently 
proſtrating themſelves, and lying flat upon the ground before the Altar. 
Then the: Prieſt ſhall ſay. theſe Pſalms, Miſerere, Deus miſereatur, (Qui 
habitat, Nunc dimittis, with Xyrie eleyſon, Chriſte eleyſon , Kyrie eleyſon, 
Pater noſter, Ave, &c. After theſe things ſhall follow the hallowing of 
the Pilgrims Wallet and Staff. | 

In the hallawing of this Staff, amongſt many other words, the Popiſh 
Pricſt hath theſe : 

O Lord Feſu Chrift, we humbly call upon thee that thou wilt wouchſafe 
t0 wha bleſs this Wallet and Staff, that whoſoever for the love of thy Name 
doth endeavour himſelf to take the ſame by his fide'as an Armour of humility, 
and to hang it about their necks, or to carry it in their hands, and ſo going on 
Pilgrimage ( having meek Devotion for a Companion v4 their Fourney) to ſeek 
the helps of Saints, they being preſerved with the defence of thy right hand, 
may merit to come to the joys of the eternal viſion, 


Ur is more work for the Tinker. A new Maſter, a new, and hang up 
the old,as the Porters cry in Sturbridge-Fair. Here is a ſudden tall even out 
of the Hall into the Kitchin, as they uſe to fay. Our Papiſt is ſuddenly 
come from his golden Rings to Scrips, Wallets, and Staves, and now he 
ſanRtifieth and bleſſeth them, yea and rhat fo much the more, becauſe they 


| are but vile Pedlary Ware, and ſerve only for Rome-runners, and Pilgrimage- 


gadders. In this his Conſecration he humbly beſeecheth God to bleſs the 
Wallet and the Staff, . Without doubt God 1s not a little bound to the Pa- 
piſts. For as they are buſie-bodies themſelves, ſo will they not ſuffer God 
to be unoccupied. The Epicures fain that God is idle in Heaven,and taketh 
no care of his Creatures, but ſufferethall rhings to go which way they will : 
Fortune, and not God's Providence, bearing rule. The Papiſts therefore, 
as it may ſeem, fearing that God ſhould fall: into idleneſs and forget his 
Creatures, appoint him to work : But what workIT pray ye? Verily to hal- 
low and bleſs Water, Salt, . Bread, Candles, Palms, Fire, Aſhes, Incenſe, 
Paſcal, Paſcal Lamb, Eggs, Herbs, Milk, Honey, Apples, Wine, Cheeſe, 
Butter, new baken Bread, Fleſh, Font, and I know not how many things 


beſides. And now at the laſt they appoint him to conſecrate, bleſs, and 
| L ſanCtifie 
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( 38 ) 


Mevite ty Wallets and Sraves for Rome-runners and Pilgrimage- 
| 8s.” Isnor God mach bound ro theſe Papifis that appoint hm fo vide 
an Offce?. And is rot God worthy totender theſe their requeſts ? And are 
not theſe requeſts of the Papiſts meer to be granted ? 

_ Bur let us fee why the Papi/ts are fo deſirons that God ſhould bleſs theſe 
Watfers and Scrips, theſe Sraves and Sticks. Becauſe, fay they, that who- 
foever endeavours ro 14ke the ſame Wallet and Staff by his fide or to hang 
it about his neck, or to carry it in his hand, and ſo go on Pilgrimage to 
ſeek the helps of Saints, may merit to come tothe joys of the eternal vi- 
ſion. 
Is not here a good work in hand think you ? Ought not God even of 
duty to put to his helping hand, and to put this good deed forward ? An 
idle, lend, lafie Lubber is determined to wander and gad abroad with his 
Wallet and Staff, and to hive of the ſweat of folks hands, and God muſt 
be a Cloak of. his idleneſs. Is it not well appointed? Why do they not alſo 
appoint God to bleſs the Pilgrims Breeches, Hoſe, Shoes, &c. For he 
hath as much need of all rhete things in his Journey, as of the Wallet and 
the Staff, except he hath made a vow to go his Pilgrimage breechleſs and 
bare-arfed, bare-legged and bare-footed, as many do, And what other 
thing, is it to go on Pilgrimage to ſeek the helps of Saints, than to play the 
Idolaters, and to run away from God, that fountain and well-fpring of all 
goodneſs,and to commit Whoredom, I mean Idolatry,with Creatures, which 
of themſelves were never able to help themſelves, and to beg of them 
that they cannot give? Is it any other thing to ſeek rhe help of Saints, than 
to diſtruſt God, and to think him either not to have a will, or elſe not to 
have power to help? For if they believed ſufficient ability in God for to 
help, and a will agreable to the ſame, they would never run a whoring from 
God.and follow ſtrange Lovers. And who knoweth whether all they to whom 
theſe Idolaters run on Pilgrimage, be Saints in Heaven, or rather many of 
them Devils in Hell. Again, It they be able to help their Clients, why do 
they not ſhow their power univerſally, as well as in one place, but rather 
compel men to take many. weary Journeys upon them to ſeek their helps, 
and to forſake Country, Father, Mother, Friends, Wife, Children, Houſe, 
Land, &c. That Saint which is not able to help in all places alike, is able 
to help in none. Therefore they that ſeek the helps of Saints more in one 
place than in another, do nothing elſe but deceive themſelves, and walk 
the ways of wearineſs and wickedneſs. When the Saints themſelves lived 
in this World, they by no means could abide that any glory or honour 
ſhould be aſcribed to them, but with heart and voice they cried unto God, 
and faid, Not wnto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy Name give the glory. 
And as they themſelves did not truſt in their own righteouſneſs, bur in 
the Merits of Chriſt's Death only, ſo likewiſe taught they all other fo 
todo. And is it to be thought that they are now become fo ambitious 
and defirous of vain glory, that being glorified in Heaven, and free from 
all mortal afleftions , and following the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, 
they ſhould now arrogate and challenge to themſelves the Office and 
Power of God. Theſe Pilgrimag ers therefore and Rome-runners in 
running hither and thither to ſeek the helps of Saints, do not only provoke 
the hot wrath and great indignation of God againſt them, but alſo deſerve 
no thanks at all of the Saints, whoſe honour they ſeem greatly to ſeek. 


It were much better tor themto tarry at home, to labour according to their 


Vocas- 


( 39 ) 
tion, and in their nectifitiesto call upon God, who according to his 
miſs doth will and cam help, deſiring Gad to give them grace to fok- 
_ and prattiſe in their converfation and hving in the virtuous and 
odly manners which the true Saints of God expreſſed and ſhewed when 
th lived ia this World : andalfoto fet continually before their eyes, that 
in this World they have no dwelling City, but are here as Strangers and 
Pilgrims, and that therefore they ought to make tron for the Workd 
to come, that whenfoever the good Maa of the cometh, he may find 


them watching. 

Now after that the Prieſt bath hallowed the Wallet and the Staff, he muſt 
ſprinkle them both with holy Water , and put the Wallet about the Pik 
grim's Neck, faying, | : 


In the Name of oar Lord Jeſus Chriſt, take this Wallet, the Habit of thy 
Pilgrimage , that =_ well chaſtned and ſaved , thou mayeſt deſerve ro 
come to the places of the Saints, thither as thon defireſt to go, and that 
when thy Journey is done, thou maycft return unto us ſafe and found. 


Behald with what Solemaity this Wallet is put on : even in the Name 
of our Lerd Jefus Chriſt, as though ſome gran ſhould be wrought. 
As in many other things, fo likewiſe in this, the Papiſts do utterly abuſe 
the Name of the Lord Chrift. The Name of Chriſt ought with all re- 
verence to be named, yea and thar not in trifles, but in ſerious, weighty, 
and neceflary matters. And whereas they make the Wallet to be the Ha- 
bit of a Pilgrim, and that he ſhould be known by that Wallet to be a Pil- 
grim : I fay plainly, that by this Argument, all Beggers ſhould be. 
Pilgrims, for they alſa wear Wallets, and whitherſoever they go they ſhall 
g0 on Pilgrimage, by reafon of their Wallet, feeing that the Wallet is the 
Habit of a Pilgrim. 

This Waller is _ on abour the Pilgrim's Neck, to this end, as it ma 
ſeem, not only that by it he ſhould be known to be a Pilgrim, but alto 
that by the virtue thereof he may merit and deferve to come to the places 
of the Saints, whither he intendeth to go. Such Saints, ſuch Reh 
Such Works, ſuch Merits. Such Lettice, ſuch Lips. Such Carpenter, 
ſuch Chips. Verily as the Dignity of the Wallet is nothing worth, fo 
likewiſe he Pilgrim meriteth nothiog by his Pilgrimage, but the wrath and 
vengeance of God, for as much as he torſaking the Lord his God, who is 
preſent in all places with his moſt preſent help, hunteth after Creg- 
tures, and at their hands ſeeketh all good things both for Body and Soul, 
_ all good and perfe&t gifts come down from God alone, as St. Fames 


After that the Waller is moſt folemaly thus put on about the Pilgrim's 
Neck, - "+0 emTE alſo delwer to him a Staff, faying on this man- 
ner unto 5 


Take this Staff to hold thee by in thy Fourney and Travel of thy Palgri- 
mage, that thou mayeft be able ; all the rabbles of the Enemies, 
and come without fear to the places of the Saints, whither thou defireft to go, 


m_ that when the courſe of obedience is fmiſped, thou moyeſt return to us again 
wit/ f0y, | 


It 


by this means they might walk without jeopardy either of bodily or ghoſtly 


' ſtrength of the Pilgrim againſt the wicked Temptations of the' old Enemy. © 


.and the Staff; The Popith Sacrificer and Sanctifier ſetteth forth here the * 


wicked tentations of the old Enemy, @c. 


( 40 ) ; 

It is here faid, that through the Staff the Pilgrim ſhall be able to ovet- 7 
come all evil men and wicked Spirits. It the Staff were of ſuch virtue an« * 
force, it were good that every man ſhould prepare him the like Staff, thar 


adverſaries. But theſe are but fancies, invented of Atritichriſt's . to i 
maintain their Superſtition, Hypocrifie, and falſe:Religion. There is no © 
more .holineſs nor virtue in the Staff, though never ſo: much bleſſed by a 
Papiſt, than in any other Club that is newly cut oft from the Free, The 
Staff that a true Chriſtian muſt ſtick unto, is the Lord himſelf, who 
alone is the Staff, Rock, Bulwark, "Tower and. mighty Defence of the 
Faithful. As for other Staves,. although the Papi/ts attribute unto them, © 
never ſo much virtue and holineſs, they be things of no force, and therefore 
not to be regarded of the true Chriſtians 1n this behalf. | + 
It is added, That this Staff is not only able to make the Pilgrim freefrom © * 
his Enemies, but alſo to bring him without fear to the places of Saints, 
whither he deſireth to go. O Staff of a great virtue! What if. the Pil- 
grim ſhould chance to loſe his Staff by the way, or to have it ſtollen from 
him ? Were it not poſſible, think ye, to come to the places of the Saints ? 
Would the Tongue, the Eyes, the Feet, beſides the experience and know- 
ledge of the Country, do nothing in this behalf ? Is the Staff all in all ? 
God have mercy upon us, and lighten the eyes of the "blind. But what _ 
if the Staff did bring the Pilgrim to the places of the Saints : Is this a 
matter to be rejoyced at? What glory is this to a place of Idolatry ? + 
To run away from the true living God , whom we ought to love with all 
our heart, with all our mind, with all our ſtrength, and with all the powers © 
both of body and ſoul, and to follow ſtrange Lovers, I meannot only thoſe * 
whom we call Saints, but alſo Stocks and Stones : Is this a thing praiſe- ' 
worthy ? But there is yet behind -another virtue of this ſan&ified Staff, 
which 1s, when the Journey is done, to bring the Pilgrim home again to his 
Friends ſafe and ſound. O the wonderful virtue of this Staff! God be mer- © 
cifual unto us, and bleſs us, and ſhew us the light of his countenance, ® 
that his ways may be known upon Earth, and his faving health among all 
Nations. > bf 


The Hallowing of the Crofs of him that goeth to 
Jeruſalem. 


He Prieſt, in hattowing'the Croſs, beſeecheth' God, That he will 
vouchfate to bleſs that Croſs, that the Banner of the reverend 3 
Croſs, the Figure whereof is marked in it, may be the moſt invincible ' 


Let it be (faith he) in the way a defence. Letit be in the Houſe a Pro- © 
tection. Let it be every where an help unto him. - \ * 
Now from the Wallet and the Staff, are we come to the Croſs. And % 
albeit the Wallet and the Staff be things of great virtue, as we have heard, | 
yet the Croſs ſeemeth here to have a certain prerogative above the Wallet 


ſign of the Croſs to be the moſt invincible ſtrength of men againſt the moſt 
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That Satan is the old ſworn and immortai Enemy of-Mankind is too 
much known. But that either the ſign of the Croſs, or the Croſs it ſelf 
can-be our ſtrength, and our invincible ſtrength againſt the Temptations 
of Satan, appeareth not by the Teſtimonies of the holy Scriptures, nor 
by the experience of the afflicted Conſciences. The Devil is as much 
afraid of the Croſs,. or of the ſign of the Croſs, as the Father is when his 
young Son runneth unto him with a Rod in his hand to beat him : Yea, to 
ſpeak plainly, and yet truly, the Devil feareth no more the Croſs, than 
he feareth the Gallows. For look what the Gallows is now to us, that 
in times paſt was the Croſs to the Fews. And as on the Gallows all Ma- 
letactors for the moſt part be put to execution among us ; even ſo in the 
Common-weal of the Fews all notorious Tranſgreſlors of the Laws were 
put to death on the Croſs : ſo that to die on the Croſs then, was the 
very ſameas now to hang on the Gallows. Therefore the holy Apoſtle 
willing to ſet forth the molt vile and deſpiteful death which Chriſt ſuffered 
for us, and for our falvation, faith, That he died the death of the Croſs ; 
that is to ſay, the moſt villainous and hateful death that could be deviſed. 
And albeit that the holy Scripture ſeemeth in ſome place very honourabl 
to ſpeak of the Croſs, yet is 1t to be underſtood otherwiſe than the won 
ſound. As for example, when St. Paul faith , God forbid that T1 ſhould 
rejoyce in ay thing but in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This word 
Croſs ſignifieth not in this place the Tree or Logg that Chritt died on, 
but rather his Paſſion or Death which he ſuffered on it : which Paſſion 
and Death is our Joy, our Glory, our Solace, our Comfort. For by it 
are we enfranchiſed and made tree from the Wrath of God , from the 
Curſe of the Law, from the Tyranny of Satan, and from the Pains of 
Hell, and tranſlated from Death unto Life, from-Hell to Heaven, from 
Pain to Joy, from Mortality unto Immortality. Again, When he nameth 
the falſe Prophets, The Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, he meaneth not the 
Treeor the Gallows whereon Chriſt ſuffered, but the Pains which he ſuffered, 
with the Merits and Deſerts of the ſame. For theſe falſe Prophets taught 
that the Death of Chriſt was not ſufficient unto Salvation , except the 
Law of Moſes were obſerved. In another place alſo he calleth the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, The Word of the Croſs : underſtanding by this word Croſs, 
in that place, affliction, trouble, perſecution, and all kinds of adverſity, 
which commonly accompany the Preaching of the Goſpel, as our Saviour 
Chriſt faith, /f any man will come after me , let him forſake himſelf, and 
take up his Croſs and follow me. Again he faith, 7» theWorld ye ſhall have 
tribulation : but be of good cheer, 1 have overcome the World. 

Our invincible ſtrength againſt the moſt wicked Temptations of the old 
Enemy, 1s not theCroſs, nor the hallowed Croſs, -nor the ſign of the Croſs, 
but it is the Lord Jeſus, who ſhed his Blood for us ſinners upon the Croſs. 
He, by his death, hath expelled him that had Lordſhip over Death, that is 
to ſay, the Devil, that he might deliver them, who, through tear of death, 
were all their life-time ſubdued unto bondage. 


( 42 ) 
The hallowing of a Sword. 


() Lord, holy Father Almighty wh bleſs thou this Sword, through the 
invocation of thy Name, an ”= coming of thy Son, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by the gift of the holy Ghoſt the Comforter : that he, which this 
day is girded with it, in thy mercy, may tread under his feet the viſible Ene- 
mies, and at all times injoying the vittory, may remain unhurt, through Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


Here the Popiſh Prieſt layeth hard to God's charge, and willeth him 
to bleſs the Sword by the Invocation of his holy Name, by the coming of 
his Son Chriſt, and by the gift of the holy Ghoſt. Who doubteth of the 
hallowing of this Sword, ſeeing that God is ſo ſtraitly conjured ? God 
hath much to do with theſe Papiſts. They, by no means, will ſuffer 
him to be at quiet. But to what end would they have this Sword bleſ- 
ſed ? Verily, that he which is girded with it, may tread under his teet the 
_—_ Enemies, and at all times enjoy the victory, and remain un- 

urt. 

When David ſhould fight with Gol;ah, that proud Philiſtim, he ſaid 
unto him, 7hou comeſt to me with a Sword, and a Spear, and a Shield : 
But I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the 
Hoſt of Iſrael. Likewiſe faith David in another place, Some put their 
truſt in Chariots , and ſome in Horſes , but we will call upon the Name 
of the Lord our God. They are brought down and fallen, but we are 
riſen and ſtand upright. It is neither the Sword , nor the Bow , nor 
any other kind of Armour that can give us the Victory over our Ene- 
mies, but the mighty Power of God alone, 7be Horſe is prepared 
unto the battle , ſaith Solomon, but the Lord giveth the Vittory. And 
the P/almiſt ſaith, There is no King that can be ſaved by the multitude 
of an Hoſt, neither is any man delivered by much ſtrength. The Papiſts, 
according to the Dofrine of the holy Ghoſt , ſhould rather teach the 
People to ſeek for help. againſt their Enemies, at the hand of God, by 
faithful and fervent Prayer, than of Wallets, Stafis, Croſſes, Swords, &c. 
For the Name of the Lord, as Solomon ſaith, ws a ſtrong Tower : unto 
that doth the ynrens flee , and findeth ſuccour. O bleſſed is that man, 
ſaith David, which hath ſet his hope in the Lord , and hath not turned 
unto vanity, Where God is Enemy, nothing cag. prevail. There is no 
wiſdom, no forecaſt, no counſel can prevail againſt the Lord. But 
where God favoureth, all things have good ſucceſs : as the Apoſtle 
faith, If God be on our fide, who can be againſt us 2 If we therefore deſire 
to have victory over our Enemies, and to enjoy quiet days on the Earth, 
let us, above all things, ſtudy to have our Friend, and to be at 

ace with him, and fo ſhall all things proſper whatſoever we take in 

and, This ſhall come to paſs, if we will endeavour our ſelves to caſt 
away all confidence in Creatures, repoſe all our affiance in the Lord our 
God, earneſtly call upon his holy Name, and train our Lives according to 


his bleſſed Word and Ordinance, as God himſelffaith, O that my People would * 


have hearkned unto me ! For if Iſrael had walked in my ways, I ſhould ſoon have 
put down their Enemies, and turned mine hand againſt their Adverſaries. 
The 
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The hallowing of Beads to ſay our Lady's 
Pſalcer or. 


Lord , the large infuſer and liberal impourer of all Bleſſings ; 
() and « the inſpirator and inbreather of every good aft, who with 


thine own mouth commandedſt , that all the Ornaments of the Tabernacle 
of Witneſs ſhould be made unto the Devotion of the People : We, with 

umble Prayer , beeſeech thee, that thou wilt , with thy benedittion 
and bleſſing wh repleniſh theſe Beads, outwardly pretending and ſhewing 
a face of holineſs, and appointed to pray devoutly unto the moſt bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God , and made and prepared to ſay the 
Pfalter of the ſame moſt holy Virgin, wherewith in times paſt by the hands 
of the Prieſts thou didſt repleniſh and fulfil the Veſſels and Ornaments 
of the Temple. And grant that ſo many as will endeavour themſelves in 
theſe Beads meekly to honour that moſt glorious Virgin, or do determin upon 
theſe Beads, in whatſoever place it be, to ſay their Prayers before her Image, 
or require her help, may, through her Prayers and Interceſſion, after their 
departure from this preſent Life, obtain Grace and Glory, and purchaſe the 
favour of thy merciful goodneſs, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. O Atb- 
mighty God , the alone and unſpeakable and incomprehenſible Creator and 
Maker , by whoſe Word and Power all things are made : through whoſe 
Gift we have received thoſe things which we poſſeſs for the fr ant 
and comfort of our Life : we, with moſt humble and fervent Prayer, beſeech 
thee, that thou wilt youchſafe ow the ſeat of thy Majeſty with thy bleſ- 


fing Wh and heavenly ſandification to repleniſh and fulfil theſe Beads 


which are apt and meet = the Devotion of thy faithful Servants, that 
by this means thou mayeſt thankfully take and acceptably receive the gift 
of them that pray on theſe Beads, O grant that the Prayers made upon 
theſe Beads may gladly be accepted in the fight of thy clemency and mer- 
ciful goodneſs, as the gifts of thy Servants , Abraham and Melchiſedec 
pleaſed thee, that whoſoever goeth about to garniſh , honour and glorifie 
with their boly Devotions the moſt bleſſed Mother of God, Mary, «pon the 
Beads, her Son our Lord Feſus Chriſt may recompenſe him great things 8 
ſma#l/ things, accept his Devotion , forgive him his Sins , reheat im 
with Faith, nouriſh him -with Favour, defend him with Mercy, deſtroy all 
adverſity , and give him all proſperity. Grant alſo that in this World he 
may have: the Dottrin of well-doing, the ſtudy of Charity, the effett of holy 
Love, and that in the World to come he may obtain with the holy Angels, 
everlaſting Foy, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


The Chriſining or Hallowing of Bells. 


| all the Biſhop/ or Suffragan ſhall put upon him a Surplice, and 
a Stole about his Neck, and having the Croſs born before him, he 

accompanied with the Clergy with the People, ſhall go with 
all ſolemnity unto the place where the Mettal ſhall be thed, whereof the 


Bell is to be made. And while the Bell is caſting, that it may have —_ 
ape, 
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ſhape, and afterward come unto, Chriſtendom ; the Biſhop or Suftragan 
ſhall begin this Hymn, Yeni Creator, with the Verſe and Collect ot the 
holy Ghoſt : and all the Clergy ſhall proceed and ſing torth merrily. When 
the Bell is once caſt and come to hus pertect thape, then ſhall the Biſhop 
or Suffragan begin with a merry voice, 7e Deum laudamusand all the Clerks 


with one voice ſhall fing joytully together the whole Hyman unto the end. 


After that they ſhall ſing, Da pacem, &c. Then ſhall the Biſhop ar Suffra- 
gan ſay, A Domino fattum eſt iſtud. And the Clerks ſhall anſwer, Er ef 
mirabile in oculis noſtris Then ſhall the Prelate fay, Dominus wobiſcum : 
The Clerks anſwering , Et cum Spiritu tuo. Then ſhall he rehearſe this 
Colle&t, Ationes noſtras, &c. That is to ſay, We beſeech thee, O Lord, 
prevent our doings by thine inſpiration, and perſecute them with thy help : 
that all our praying and working may alway begin of thee, and being ſo begun, 
may be finiſhed by thee, through Chriſt our Lord. 

Now may they hang up the Bell when they will. Burt it muſt farſt be Blef- 
ſed, Hallowed and Conlſecrated after this manner that tollowetrh : 


The Bleſſing or Hallowing of the Water wherewith the Bcll 
muſt be ſprinkled. 


A Djutorium noſtrum, &c. fit Nomen Domini , QC. 


The Prayer. 
Let us Pray. 

Lord whe Bleſs this Water with thy heavenly bleſſing, and let the virtue 

of the holy Ghoſt be put upon it, that when this Bell, which is prepared 
to call thy C bildren unto the Church, be dipped in it, whereſoever the noiſe 
and ſound thereof ſhall Le heard, the power of the Enemies, the imaginations 
of Phantafies, the violence of boyſterous Winds, the hurt of Thundrings , the 
calamity of Tempeſts, and all ſtormy Spirits, may depart and go far away. 
Again, That when the Children of the Chriſtians ſhall hear the noiſe of this 
Bell, the increaſe of Devotion may grow in them , that they may make haſte 
unto the boſom of the godly Mother (he meaneth the Church) may fing unto 
thee in the Congregation of the Saints, bringing in the ſound of a Trump, 
praiſe ; melody through the Harp ; mirth through the Organs : ſweetneſs through 
the Tympan ; joy through the Cymbal. So that with theſe their Services 
and Prayers they may allure unto thy holy Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Afterward they muſt ling theſe fix Pſalms, Lauda anima mea Dominum. 
Laudate Dominum quoniam bonus eſt. Lauda Hieruſalem Dominum. Lau- 
date Dominum de Celis. Cantate Domino Canticum novum. Laus ejus in Eclefia 
Sandtorum. Laudate Dominum in Santis ejus, 

And while they ſing theſe Pſalms, the Biſhop or Suffragan muſt waſh the 
Bell with the aforeſaid hallowed Water, and anoint it with holy Oyl, and 
alſo rub it over with Salt, which Salt muſt be hallowed in ſuch ſort as 
the uſe is upon the Sunday when they make holy Water : Exorcizo te, Crea- 
tura ſalis. per Deum wfevivum,per Deum ve qui te per Helizeum P rophetam,Qc. 
After all theſe things be diſpatched out of the way, let him fay this Prayer 
following. | 


The 


+ Chaced far away : That to the demand of the Prophet, Where 
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The Prayer. 
Let 


us Pray. | 

God, hy by bleſſed Moſes the Law-giver, commandedſt Trumpets of 
Silver to be made, which, while the Levites or Miniſters of the Sacri- 
fice did blow , the People. being admoniſhed with the ſound of their ſweet- 
meſs, might be prepared to adore and worſhip thee : Again, Through whoſe 
moiſe the People being excited and ſtirred up unto battel, might the more va- 
liantly expreſs and overcome the Weapons of their Enemies ; Grant that this 
Bell, being ordained and prepared for thy Church, may be ſanfified and hal- 
lowed of the holy Ghoſt, that by the ſound thereof the faithful may be invi- 
ted, proveked, and pricked forward unto the reward. Grant alſo that when 
the melody of this Bell doth ſound in the ears of the People, the Devotion 4 
Faith may increaſe in them, and that all the lying in wait Fi the Enemy may be 
far put back again, that the beating of the Hail, the ſtorm of Winds, the 
a] ab of Tempeſts, may be mitigated and aſſwaged. Moreover, That the 
fierce Thunderings and boyſterous Storms may be meaſured, that they do no 
harm, nor hurt thy Creatures. In fine, Vanguiſh and throw down the Pows 
ers of the Air with the right hand of thy ſtrength, that they, _ this Bell, 
may tremble and ſhake for fear, and flee before the Banner of the holy Croſs, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Then muſt the Biſhop or Suffragan wipe the Bell with a Linent Towel, 
end fay this Pſalm,all the Clerks accompanying him. Yox Domini ſuper aquas. 
Deus Majeſtatis intonuit. Dominus foo aquas multas. Vox Domini in 
virtute. Vox Domint in magnificentia. Vox Domini confringentis Cedros, &c. 
unto the end of the Pſalm, with Gloria Patri, and Sicat erat, &c. | 

After theſe things the Biſhop or Suffragan muſt anoint the outſide of the 
Bell ſeven times with Oyl and Cream, and tour times within, faying ot 
this wiſe : 


The Prayer. 
Let us pray | | | 
'@ Almighty and Everlaſting God, who before the Ark of the Covenant, 
through the noiſe of the Trumpets madeſt the Walls of Stone to fall 
down, wherewith the arms of thine Enemies were encloſed and encompaſſed 
round about : vouchſafe to repleniſh this Bell with thy heavenly Bleſſing, that 
before the noiſe or ſound thereof, the fiery darts of the Enemy, the ſtrikin 
of the Lightnings, the violence of Stones, the hurting of T, _ may F- 
ore didſt thou 
flee, O thou Sea? And thou Flood of Fordan turn back with all thy Waves ? 
It may be anſwered, The Earth was moved at the face of the Lord, at the 
face of the God of Faceh : Which turneth the hard Rock into Rivers of Wa- 
ter, and the Flint-ſtones into watry ſtreams. Not unto us therefore, O 
Lord, not unto us, but to thy Name givethe glory of thy mercy and truth ; 
that when this preſent Bell (as the other Veſſels of thy Altar) is touched 
with the holy Chriſm, and anointed with = holy oy. all they that come 
and draw near unto the ſound thereof may be free from all temptations of 
the Enemies, and continually follow the documents of the Catholique Faith, 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Amen. | 


N Aﬀter 
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After this Prayer the Biſhop of Suffragan ſhall take the Cenſer into: his 
hand, and cauſe Fire, Incenſe, Myrrh, and ſuch other ſweet Perfumes to 
be put into it. "Then ſhall the Bell be lifted up, and the Cenſers ſet under 
the Bell, that all the fume and ſmoak of thoſe ſweet favours may go into 
the Bell. In the mean ſeaſon ſhall they ſay this Anthem, Deus in ſanta 
via tua : Deus magnus ficut Deus noſter. Then immediately ſhall they ſing 
this Pſalm, Viderunt te aque,Deus, Viderunt te aque & timuerant, &c. with 
Gloria Patri, & Sicut erat, &c. Afterward the Biſhop or Suffragan ſhall 

lay, Domine exaudi, and Dominus vobiſcam, with this Prayer tollowing : 

The Prayer. 

Let us Pray. | | | | 
O Chriſt, that Almighty Lord and Ruler, which after thon badſt taken the 
HI Nature of Man upon thee, and didſt ſleep in the Ship when a great Tem- 
peſt aroſe, marvelouſly troubling the Seas,and being awake didſt forthwith put 
away theſe cruel ſtorms, . help for thy mercies ſake the neceſſities of thy People. 
Pour out the dew of the holy Ghoſt upon this Bell, that before the ſound there- | 
of the Enemy may evermore flee away, Chriſtian People be invited and provoked 


unto Faith, the Army of the Enemies may be made afraid, the People that be 


called out by it may be made ſtrong in the Lord, and the holy Ghoſt being de- 


lighted with the ſound thereof, as with David's tarp, may come down upon pf 


it. And as when Samuel flew the Lamb,and offered it up for a Sacrifice,the King 
of the Eternal Empire, through the noiſe of the weather. that came down from 
Heaven, did put to flight the Company of the Enemies ; [6 '!hewijſe grant thou, 
that while the ſound of this Bell paſſeth through the Ciowas, the hand of thy 
Angel may keep the Company or Aſſembly of thy Church and Congregation, 
and thy everlaſting protettion ſave tnd defend the fruits of them that do be- 
teve, with their ſouls and borlies : who liveſt and reigneſt one God with the 
Father and the holy Ghoſt, World without end. Amen. | 


This done, let the Biſhop or Suftragan ſprinkle the Bell with holy 
Water, and all the Pzople there preſent likewiſe. Then the Go.iathers 
and Godmothers, laying their hands upon the Bell, the Biſhop or Suffra- | 
gan ſhall ſay to them : Name the Be. The Godfathers and Godmothers 
thall give the Bell ſuch a Name as they think good. When the Bell is thus 
Chritined, thc Biſhop or Suffragan, with the Godfathers and Godmothers, 
ſhall put upon the new baprized Bell a Linen Veſture , white and large. 
And thus endeth the Chriſtning of Beds. | | 

But when the Bells thus baptized ſhall be brought unto Confirmation, 
and to render an account or reaſon of their Faith, I find not in all the Po- 
piſh Books T have read. ' But, O God, what a diſhonour is this:to thy holy 
Name ? What a corruption to thy bleſſed Do&rin > What a mocking to thy . 
holy Myſteries ? What an abuſe of thy Creatures? What a maintenance of 
Superſtition and Idolatry ? What a deceiving of thy People ? 


A Bleſſing 


(47) 
A Bleſſing for ſore Eyes, taken out of an old Maſs-Book ; very 


rofitable for that Diſeaſe, as teacheth Wiliclnus de monti- 
LE matricis Eccleſiz Lincolnienſis Cancellarius. 


He bleſſing for ſore Eyes, faith he, neceſſity bringeth in, and the devo- 
tion of them that ask it : and it ought to be done on this manner : 

Firſt, The Prieſt that ſingeth Maſs, after he hath received the body and 

blood of our Lord, and after the firſt and ſecond waſhing of 11s fingers, 

ſhall cauſe his Pariſh-Clerk to pour into his Chalice the third ablution, nor 

of Wine, but of Water. And this Water muſt the Prieſt in his Chalice reſerve 

and keep till Maſs be done. And when Maſs is once done, the Prieit, betore 

he put off his ſacerdotal Veſtiments, ſhall take of this Water, and ſprinkle it 

upon the ſoreEyes, and he ſhall fay this Prayer following, with Dominus vo- 
biſcum : Et cum Spirit# tuo: and with Oremas. 


The Prayer. 
O Lord Jeſu Chriſt, who openedſt the Eyes of the man that was born blind, 
keep the Eyes of this thy ſervant, giving him fight, clear, ſufficient, meet, 
and competent to ſerve thee withal, by the virtue of this Sacrament, and by 
this fign We of thy holy Croſs. | 


Here let the Prieſt croſs the diſeaſed perſon with the Chalice, and with the 
Corporaſs Cloth. And let im ſo handle the matter, that with his Croiſing 
he may cauſe ſome wind to £9 from the Chalice and Corporaſs Cloth into 
the ſore Eyes, while he faitii, /» nomine Patris, Filij, & Spiritus ſantti. 


-- Amen. 


Thea ſhall the Prieſt ſay the beginning of St. John's Goſpel : 7 principio 
erat Verbum, Qc. 

Theſe things done, let the diſeaſed perſon riſe up, kiſs the Altar, and offer 
ſomething to the bleſſed Sacrament, and ſo depart. And undoubtedly, with 
the help of God and of our bleſſed Lady, he ſhall ſhortly have remedy of his 
Diſeaſe. Probatum eſt. 


A general Bleſſing for all things. 


Oo Thou Creator and Conſecrator of Mankind, the giver of Spiritual Grace, 
the granter of Everlaſting Health-: O Lord ſend thy holy Spirit upon 
this Creature M. that it may profit them unto everlaſting ſalvation, which, be- 
ing armed with the virtue of heavenly defence, do taſt of it. And whe the bleſ- 
fing of God the Father, and the wa Son, and the wh holy Ghoſt, deſcend upon 


thoſe Creatures, and abide upon them for ever. 


Here is Everlaſting Salvation ſet forth again, tobe obtained by every Rag 
and Clout, of whatſoever other vile thing is hallowed by the Popith Prieſt. 
But ſince ſuch blaſphemous Baggage is ſufficiently confuted before, I will here 
end with this proteſtation, That Chriſt alone is our Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Sanctification and Redemption, that as it is written, ZZe that rejoyceth ſhould 


rejoyce in the Lord : To whom be ail Honour and Glory, both now and for 
ever. Amex. 
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